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FOREWORD 


T HE BIBLE MADE PLAIN” is the publishers’ re- 
sponse to an urgent demand for a small book of simple, 
well-illustrated Bible readings for the home. 
Nineteen readings have been prepared on fundamental 
topics of the Christian faith. The plan of presentation 
is the familiar and ever-interesting form of questions 
followed by answers in the language of the Scriptures. 
The words which directly answer a question are printed 
in italics, thus enabling the reader to follow more easily 
the line of thought presented. 

In this time of unrest nothing will steady the heart 
and confirm the soul like a thoughtful study of the word 
of God. The fever of modern life, the high tension of an 
electrified age tend powerfully to draw men away from 
the Bible. 

Higher criticism and infidelity have swept in upon the 
world, making their destructive inroads upon the. home 
and school, and upon the professed church of God itself. 
It is high time to “cry aloud and spare not” in warning 
men against all forms of modern infidelity. 

“The apostles and prophets” are still the sure founda- 
tion. That Book which was the guiding light of ages past 
is the polestar of our hope today. 

That this little book may indeed help to make the Bible 
plain, shedding its rays of light and helpfulness into 
many hearts and homes, is the hope and prayer of — 

THE PUBLISHERS. 
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THE BOOK FOR TODAY 

There is no book that will bring: more comfort to a troubled heart or more hope for the future 

than the word of God. 




THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 


1. How were the Scriptures given? 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 2 Tim. 
3:16. 

2. By whom were the men directed who thus spoke 
for God? 

“The prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1 :21. 

3. Who therefore did the speaking through these 
men ? 

“God ... at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.” 
Heb. 1:1. 

4. For what purpose were the Scriptures written? 
“Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 

written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” Rom. 15:4. 

5. For what is all. Scripture profitable? 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” 2 Tim. 3 :16. 

6. What was God’s design in thus giving the Scrip- 
tures ? 

“That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” Verse 17. 

7. What is the character of God’s word? 

“Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is 

truth.” John 17:17. 

8. What test should therefore be applied to every 
professed teacher of truth? 

' ' 7 
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“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” Isa. 8 :20. 

9. What does God design that His word shall be to 
us in this world of darkness, sin, and death? 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.” Ps. 119:105. 

10. How long will the word of God endure? 

“The word of our God shall stand forever.” Isa. 40 :8. 
See Matt. 24:35. 

11. Of whom did Christ say the Scriptures testify? 

“Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have 

eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me.” 
John 5:39. 

12. What is the nature of the word of God ? 

“The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, . . . and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. 4:12. 

13. What did Christ declare His words to be? 

“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life.” John 6 :63. 

14. What name is applied to Jesus as the revelation 
in the flesh of the thought of God ? 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” “The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:1, 14. 

15. What was in the Word? 

“In Him was life.” John 1 :4. 
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THE ORIGIN OF EVIL 


1. What is the character of God? 

“Art Thou not from everlasting, 0 Lord my God, 
mine Holy One? . . . Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity .” Hab. 
1:12,13. 

2. With what kind of moral nature did God endow 
man' when He created him? 

“So God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him.” Gen. 1 :27. “God hath made 
man upright.” Eccl. 7 :29. 

3. What are we told that God saw when He looked 
upon His finished work, including man? 

“God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, 
it was very good.” Gen. 1:31. 

4. What did God create besides the earth and man 
upon it? 

“By Him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, ... all things 
were created by Him, and for Him.” Col. 1 :16. 

5. How did man, when created, compare with the 
angels? 

“Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels.” 
Ps. 8:5. 

6. Do we now find the human race upon the same 
moral plane upon which the Creator originally placed it? 

“All have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
■ God.” “There is none that doeth good, no, not one.” 
Rom. 3:23, 12. 

7. What is said of some of the angels in regard to 

sin? . “ 
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The mystery of sin had its inception in the heart of Lucifer. 
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“God spared not the angels that sinned.” 2 Peter 2 :4. 
“The angels which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day.” Jude 6. 

8. What is sin? 

Sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4. 

9. As briefly stated by the Saviour, what does the 
divine law require? 

“Jesus said unto him. Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” Matt. 22:37-39. 

10. What prohibition was laid upon man in the Garden 
of Eden ? 

“Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat : 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.” Gen. 2 :16, 17. 

11. Since man was created upright in the beginning, 
how was he led into sin ? 

“Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of 
the field which the Lord God had made. . . . And the 
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with he.r ; and he did eat.” Gen. 3 :l-6. 

12. Who was the real serpent who tempted our first 
parents ? 

“The dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan.” Rev. 20 :2. 

13. With whom and under what circumstances did sin 

originate? . _ • , 

“How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of 
the morning ! . . . For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars 
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of God: ... I will be like the Most High/’ Isa. 14:12-14. 

Note. — Lucifer was the angel name of the great leader in re- 
bellion in heaven. After his fall, he was called Satan, a name which 
Cruden says “signifies an adversary, an enemy, an accuser.” 

14. What do the Scriptures say of Satan before his 
fall ? What was the cause of his fall ? 

“Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I 
have set thee so. . . . Thou wast perfect in thy ways from 
the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in 

thee Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty." 

Eze. 28:14-17. 

Note.— Pride, envy, and covetousness filled Satan’s heart before 
he committed any outward, overt act of rebellion, and these were 
sins. “All unrighteousness is sin,” the apostle says. 1 John 5:17. 

15. To what did Satan’s rebellion lead ? 

“There was war in heaven-. . . . And the great dragon 
was cast out . . . into the earth, and his angels were cast 
out with him.” Rev. 12 :7-9. 

16. What kind of service only is acceptable to God? 

“Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” Joshua 

24 :15. See John 3 :16. 

Note. — God desires and accepts only willing service, service in- 
spired by love. There is not and never could be any moral responsi- 
bility without freedom of the will. This being true, it follows that 
God is in nowise responsible either for Lucifer’s rebellion in heaven 
or for man’s sin upon earth. “I the Lord speak righteousness, I 
declare things that are right.” Isa. 45:19. 
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THE PLAN OF SALVATION 


1. What provision did infinite love and foreknowl- 
edge make for man's redemption, even before the fall? 

“Behold the Lamb of God," “the Lamb slain. from the 
foundation of the world ” John 1 :29 ; Rev. 13:8. 

“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed ; it .shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise His heel.” Gen. 3:15. 

Note. — We learn from Isaiah 45:18 that the divine purpose in 
creating this world was that it might be inhabited by a race, of beings 
loyal to their Creator. This plan involved everything necessary to 
its success. Therefore we might know, even if we had not been told, 
that when, in the council between the Father and the Son (Gen. 
1:26), it was decided to create man, the great propitiatory offering 
was provided, the sacrifice necessary for his redemption was made. 

2. What moved the Father to make this sacrifice in 
behalf of fallen humanity? 

“God so loved the world, that He gave His only-be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3 :16. 

3. What was the Son’s attitude toward the plan for 
man’s redemption? 

“There is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave Himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time.” 1 Tim. 2 :5, 6. 

4. How do we know that the Father and the Son were 
associated in the creation of man? 

“God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness.” Gen. 1 :26. “Whereof I was made a minister, 
... to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.” 
Eph. 3:7-9. 
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GOD’S PART IN THE PLAN OF SALVATION 

“God so loved the world, that He grave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. 
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The Plan of Salvation 

5. What beautiful prophetic scripture shows that the 
Father and the Son are just as closely associated in the 
work of redemption as in that of creation ? 

“Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and 
He shall grow up out of His place, and He shall build the 
temple of the Lord : . . . and shall sit and rule upon His 
[the Lord’s] throne; and He shall be a priest upon His 
throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them 
both.” Zech. 6:12, 13. 

6. What is contemplated by the plan of redemption ? 

“She shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His 

name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their 
sins.” Matt. 1:21. 

7. What does it mean to be saved from sin? 

“If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:7, 9. 

8. What besides present salvation from the dominion 
of sin is included in redemption ? 

“This is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have 
everlasting life : and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
John 6:40. See John 14:3. 

9. Was this promise made to the Jews alone? 

“Ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of 
God which is given me to you-ward : . . . that the Gentiles 
should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and par- 
takers of His promise in Christ by the gospel.” Eph. 
3:2-6. 

10. What further assurance is given that believing 
Gentiles will share in the Abrahamic promise? 

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not. And to seeds, as of many; but as of 
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” “And if ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise.” Gal. 3 :16, 29. 

11. To whom does our Saviour Himself say this in- 
heritance will be given? 

‘‘Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth.” Matt. 5:5. 
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CONVERSION AND BAPTISM 


1. How did Jesus emphasize the necessity of con- 
version ? 

“Verily I say unto you. Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter mto the king- 
dom of heaven” Matt. 18:3. 

2. In what other statement did He teach the same 
truth? 

“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be bom 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John '3 :3. 

3. How did He further explain the new birth? 

“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

Except a man be born of water . and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God.” Verse 5. 

4. With what comparison did He illustrate the sub- 
ject? 

“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth : so is everyone that is bom of the 
Spirit.” Verse 8. 

5. What change is wrought in conversion, or the new 
birth? 

“Even when we were dead in sins, [He] hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved).” 
Eph. 2:5. 

6. To whom are sinners brought by conversion? 

“Create in me a clean heart, 0 God ; and renew a right 

spirit within me.” “Then will I teach transgressors Thy 
ways ; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee.” Ps. 51 : 
10, 13. 

7. What takes place when one is converted to Christ? 
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“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, there is a new 
creations the old things are passed away; behold, they 
are become new.” 2 Cor. 5:17, A. R. V., margin. See 
Acts 9 :l-22 ; 22 :1-21 ; 26 :l-23. 

8. Through what was the original creation wrought? 
“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; 

and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.” 
Ps. 33:6. 

9. Through what instrumentality is conversion 
wrought? 

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abid- 
eth forever.” 1 Peter 1:23. 

10. What change is wrought by beholding Jesus? 
“We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 

glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
2 Cor. 3:18. 

11. What are the evidences that one has been born 
of God? 

“If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that every- 
one that doeth righteousness is born of Him.” “Beloved, 
let us love one another : for love is of God ; and everyone 
that loveth is bom of God, and knoweth God.” 1 John 
2:29; 4:7. 

12. What is true of everyone who believes in Jesus? 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 

of God.” 1 John 5:1. 

13. What do those born of God not do? 

“We know that whosoever is bom of God sinneth not; 
but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not.” Verse 18. 

14. What indwelling power keeps such from sinning? 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin ; for 

His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he 
is born of God.” 1 John 3 :9. See 1 John 5 :4 ; Gen. 39 :9. 

15. What will be the experience of those born of the 
Spirit ? 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.” Rom. 8:1. 
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The Bible Made Plain 

16. In his sermon on the day of Pentecost, what did 

Peter say should follow repentance? . . 

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost/! Acts 2 :38. 

17. Into what particular experience of Christ’s do we 
especially enter through true baptism? 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?” Rom. 
6:3. 

Note.— Baptism is not only a gospel ordinance commemorating 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, but it is a profession of 
a complete change of life, a surrender or abandonment of the old life 
of sin, and the acceptance of a new life in and through Christ, to be 
lived by Him in the believer as expressed by the apostle in Galatians 
2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 

but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Him- 
self for me.” 

18. How is gospel baptism described? 

‘‘Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into 

death : that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” Rom. 6:4. 

19. What would we understand from Romans 6:4, 5 
to be the meaning of “baptize” as used in the Sacred 
Scriptures? 

To immerse. 

Note.— It is plain that the apostle had in mind only immersion 
of the whole body in water. Indeed, that is just what the Greek word 
baptizo means. That is the reason the King James Version does 
not translate the word at all, but simply gives it an English form. 
Homer, writing eight hundred years before Christ, tells how the 
smiths would bapto red-hot steel in water to temper it. Herodotus, 
nearly five centuries before Christ, tells us that the dyer would bapto 
fabrics in the dye to color them, and that potters were wont to bapto 
earthern vessels in a liquid preparation for the purpose of glazing 
them. If the word had ever meant to sprinkle or pour, would not 
the translators of the Authorized, or common version of our English 
Scriptures, have so rendered it, instead of bringing the original word 
over into the English untranslated? They certainly would. 

20. Who alone are fit subjects for baptism? 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 
Mark 16:16. 
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THE GREAT IMAGE OF DANIEL 2 


1. What occurred in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon ? 

“In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit 
was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.” Dan. 2 : 1. 

2. What did he say to his wise men? 

“The king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, 
and my spirit was troubled to know the dream” Dan. 2 :3. 

3. After the wise men had confessed their inability to 
do what the king required, who offered to interpret the 
dream? 

“Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he 
would give him time, and that he would show the king the 
interpretation.” Verse 16. 

4. After Daniel and his fellows had sought God 
earnestly, how were the dream and its interpretation re- 
vealed to Daniel ? 

“Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night 
vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.” Verse 19. 

5. When brought before the king, what did Daniel 
say? 

“Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and 
said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot 
the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the sooth- 
sayers, show unto the king ; but there is a God in heaven 
that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.” 
Verses 27, 28. 

6. What did Daniel say the king had seen in his 
dream ? 
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The Great Image of Daniel 2 21 

“Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, 
are these: . . . Thou, 0 king, sawest, and behold a great 
image. This great image, whose brightness was excel- 
lent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was ter- 
rible.” Verses 28-31. 

7. Of what were the different parts of the image 
composed ? 

“This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and 
his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his 
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clan.” 
Verses 32, 33. 

8. What became of the image? 

“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were 
of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was 
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of 
the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them : and the stone 
that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth.” Verses 34, 35. 

9. With what words did Daniel begin the interpre- 
tation of the dream? 

“Thou, 0 king, art a king of kings: for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, 
and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, 
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath 
He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all. Thou art this head of gold.” Verses 37, 38. 

10. What was to be the nature of the next kingdom 
after Babylon? 

“After thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to 
thee.” Verse 39, first part. 

11. Who was the last Babylonian king? 

“In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, 
being about threescore and two years old.” Dan. 5:30, 
31. See also verses 1, 2. 

12. To whom was Belshazzar’s kingdom given ? 

“Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 

and Persians.” Dan. 5 :28. 
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13. By what was the Medo-Persian Empire repre- 
sented in the great image? 

By the breast and arms of silver. Dan. 2 :32. 

14. By what was Grecia, the kingdom succeeding 
Medo-Persia, represented in the image? 

“His belly and his thighs of brass.” “Another third 
kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the 
earth.” Verses 32, 39. 

15., What was said of the fourth kingdom? 

“The fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: for- 
asmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things : and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break 
in pieces and bruise.” Verse 40. 

16. What were the four kingdoms? 

Babylon, Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome. 

17. What was indicated by the mixture of clay and 
iron in the feet and toes of the image ? 

“Whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of 
potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided.” Verse 41. 

18. In what prophetic language was the varying 
strength of the ten kingdoms of the divided empire in- 
dicated? 

“As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part 
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly 
broken [margiii, “brittle”].” Verse 42. 

19. Were any efforts to be made to reunite the parts 
of the divided Roman Empire? 

“Whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, 
they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but 
they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not 
mixed with clay.” Verse 43. 

Note. — Charlemagne, Charles V, Louis XIV, Napoleon, and 
others have tried to reunite the broken fragments of the Roman 
Empire, but failed. By marriage and intermarriage, ties have been 
formed with a view to strengthening and cementing together the 
.pairt s’ of the divided kingdom; but none have succeeded. 

20. What is to take place in the days of these king- 
doms of divided Rome? 

“In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: . . . but 
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it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever.” Verse 44. 

Note. — This verse foretells the establishment of another uni- 
versal kingdom, the kingdom of God. This kingdom is to overthrow 
and supplant all existing earthly kingdoms, and is to stand forever. 
The time for the setting up of this kingdom was to be “in the days of 
these kings.” This cannot refer to the four preceding empires, or 
kingdoms, for they were not contemporaneous, but successive; neither 
can it refer to an establishment of the kingdom at Christ’s first ad- 
vent, for the ten kingdoms which arose out of the ruins of the Roman 
Empire were not then in existence. The establishment of the king- 
dom of God could not, therefore, have occurred before 476 a, d.; and 
as it has not been set up since that time, it must be still in the future. 

21. For what have we been taught to pray? 

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven.” Matt. 6:10. 

22. What event is closely associated with the estab- 
lishment of God’s everlasting kingdom? 

“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at 
His appearing and His kingdom.” 2 Tim. 4:1. 

23. With what prayer do the Scriptures close? 

“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22 :20. 
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1. What experience came to the prophet Daniel in 
the first year of Belshazzar? 

“Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his 
bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the 
matters.” Dan. 7:1. ' 

2. What did the prophet see in this vision? 

“Behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon 

the great sea” Verse 2. 

3. What was the result of this strife? 

“Four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse 
one from another.” Verse 3. 

4. What did these four beasts represent? 

“These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, 
which shall arise out of the earth." Verse 17. 

Note. — The word “kings” here, as in Daniel 2:44, denotes king- 
doms, as explained in verses 23 and 24 of the seventh chapter, the 
two words being used interchangeably in this prophecy. 

5. What did Daniel ask of one of the heavenly at- 
tendants who stood by him in his dream ? 

“I came near unto one of them that stood by, and 
asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made 
me know the interpretation of the things.” Verse 16. 

6. In prophecy, what is represented by winds? 

Strife, war, commotion. See Jer. 25 :31-33 ; 49 :36, 37. 

Note. — That winds denote strife and war is evident from the 
vision itself. As a result of the striving of the winds, kingdoms rise 
and fall. 

7. What, in prophecy, is symbolized by waters? 

“The waters . . . are peoples, and multitudes, and 

nations, and tongues.” Rev. 17 :15. 
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8. What was the first beast like? 

“The first was like a lion , and had eagle's wings: 

I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was 
lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet 
as a man, and a man's heart was given to it." Dan. 7 :4. 

Note. — The lion represented Babylon. The eagle’s wings doubt- 
less denote the rapidity with which Babylon extended its conquests, 
under Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned from 604 to 561 b. c. 

9. By what was the second kingdom symbolized? 

“Behold another beast, a second , like to a bear , and it 

raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the 
mouth of it between the teeth of it : and they said thus 
unto it, Arise, devour much flesh." Verse 5. 

Note— “This was the Medo-Persian Empire,” the successor of 
Babylon. “The Medes and Persians are compared to a bear on account 
of their cruelty and thirst after blood , a bear being a most voracious 
and cruel animal .” — Adam Clarke, on Daniel 7:5. 

10. By what was the third universal empire sym- 
bolized ? 

“After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, 
which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl ; the 
beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to 
it.” Verse 6. 

Notes. — If the wings of an eagle on the back of a lion denoted 
rapidity of movement in the Babylonian, or Assyrian, Empire (see 
Hab. 1:6-8), four wings on the leopard must denote unparalleled 
celerity of movement in the Grecian Empire, which followed the * 
Medo-Persian Kingdom. This we find to be historically true. 

“The beast also had four heads.” The Grecian Empire main- 
tained its unity but a short time after the death of Alexander, which 
occurred in 323 B. c. Within twenty-two years after the close of his 
brilliant career, or by 301 B. c., the empire was divided among his 
four leading generals. Cassander took Macedonia and Greece in the 
west; Lysimachus had Thrace and the parts of Asia on the Helles- 
pont and Bosporus in the north: Ptolemy received Egypt, Lydia, Ara- 
bia, Palestine, and Ccele-Syria in the south; and Seleucus had all 
the rest of Alexander’s dominions in the east. 

11. How was the fourth kingdom represented? 

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold 

a fourth beast , dreadful and terrible , and strong exceed- 
ingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake 
in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: 
and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before 
it ; and it had ten horns.” Verse 7. 
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Notes. — “This is allowed on all hands to be the Roman Empire. 
It was dreadful, terrible , and exceeding strong, . . . and became 
in effect, what the Roman writers delight to call it, the empire of 
the whole world” — Adam Clarke, on Daniel 7:7. 

The final overthrow of the Greeks by the Romans was at the 
battle of Pydna, in 168 b. c. 

12. What was the fourth beast declared to be? 

“Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth 

kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all 
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall 
tread it down, and break it in pieces.” Verse 23. 

13. What was denoted by the ten horns on the head 
of the fourth beast? 

“The ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings 
that shall arise.” Verse 24. 

Notes. — The Roman Empire was broken up into ten kingdoms 
between the years 351 and 476 a. d. 

“The historian Machiavelli, without the slightest reference to 
this prophecy, gives the following list of the nations which occupied 
the territory of the Western Empire at the time of the fall of Romu- 
lus Augustulus [476 a._d.], the last emperor of Rome: The Lombards, 
the Franks, the Burgundians, the Ostrogoths, the Visigoths, the Van- 
dals, the Heruli, the Sueves, the Huns, and the Saxons — ten in all.” — 
“The Divine Program of the World's History H. Grattan Guinness , 
p. 318. 

“ Am id unceasing and almost countless fluctuations, the king- 
doms of modern Europe have from their birth to the present day 
averaged ten in number. They have never since the break-up of old 
Rome been united into one single empire; they have never formed 
one whole even like the United States. No scheme of proud ambition 
seeking to reunite the broken fragments has ever succeeded; when 
such have arisen, they have been invariably dashed to pieces.” — Id., 

pp. 220, 221 . 

14. What change took place in these horns? 

“ I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up 
among them another little horn , before whom there were 
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, 
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and 
a mouth speaking great things.” Verse 8. 

15. What inquiry on the part of Daniel shows that 
the fourth beast, and especially the little horn, constitutes 
the leading feature of this vision ? 

“Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast , 
which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dread- 
ful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; 
which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue 
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with his feet ; and of the ten horns that were in his head, 
and of the other which came up, and before whom three 
fell ; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that 
spake very great things, whose look was more stout than 
his fellows.” Verses 19, 20. 

16. When was the little horn to arise? 

“And another shall rise after them.” Verse 24. 

Note. — The ten horns, as already shown, arose when Rome, the 
fourth kingdom, was divided into ten kingdoms. This division was 
completed in 476. a. d. The little horn power was to arise “after 
them.” 

17. What was to be the character of the little horn? 

“He shall be diverse from the first, and he shall sub- 
due three kings.” Verse 24, last part. 

Note. — The power that arose in the Roman Empire after the 
fall of Rome in 476 a. d., that was entirely different from all the ten 
kingdoms into which Rome was divided (for it demanded and exer- 
cised spiritual power over the other kingdoms), and before whom 
three of the other kings fell, was the Papacy. 

18. What attitude was the Papacy, represented by 
the little horn, to assume toward the Most High? 

“He shall speak great words against the Most High ” 
Verse 25. 

19. How does Paul, speaking of the “man of sin,” 
describe this same power? 

He “opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshiped ; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 
2 Thess. 2:4. 

Notes.— The following extracts from authoritative works, most 
of them by Roman Catholic writers, will indicate to what extent the 
Papacy has done this: 

“All the names which in the Scriptures are attributed to Christ, 
by virtue of which it is established that He is over the church, all the 
same names are applied to the Pope.” — Bellarmine , “On the Author- 
ity of Councils,” book 2, chap. 11, ed. 1619. 

“Thou art the. shepherd, thou art the physician, thou art the 
director, thou art the husbandman; finally, thou art another God on 
earth.” — From the Oration of Christopher Marcellus, in the fourth 
session of the Fifth Lateran Council, 1512 ; quoted in Labbe and 
Cossarfs > “History of the Councils,” Vol. XIV, col. 109, ed. 1612 . 

“The Pope is the supreme judge of the law of the land. He is 
the vicegerent of Christ, who is not only a priest forever, but also 
King of kings and Lord of lords.” — From the Civilta Cattolica, March 
18 , 1811 ; quoted in “ Vatican Council” Leonard Woolsey Bacon, Amer- 
ican Tract Society edition, p. 220 . 
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“Hence the Pope is crowned with a triple crown, as king of 
heaven, and of earth, and of the lower regions/’ — “ Prompta Biblio- 
theca,” Ferraris , Vol. VI, p. 26, art . “Papa” {the Pope). 

20. How was the little horn to treat God’s people? 

He “shall wear out the saints of the Most High.” 

Dan. 7:25. 

Note. — “Under these bloody maxims [previously mentioned], 
those persecutions were carried on. from the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries almost to the present day. which stand out on the page of 
history. . . . These are the more op^n and conspicuous facts which 
explain the prophecy, besides the slow and secret murders of the 
holy tribunal of the Inquisition.” — “ The First Two Visions of 
Daniel,” Rev. T. R. Birlcs, M. A., London, pp. 248 , 249, edition 1845 . 

21. What else does the prophecy say the little horn 
would do? 

“He shall think to change the times and the law.” 
Dan. 7:25, A. R. V. 

Notes. — Although the ten commandments, the law of God, are 
found in the Roman Catholic copies of the Scriptures as they were 
originally given, yet the “faithful” are instructed from the cate- 
chisms of the church, and not directly from the Bible. 

The second commandment, which forbids the making of and 
bowing down to images, is omitted in the Catholic catechisms in 
general use, and the tenth, which forbids coveting, is divided into 
two, while the fourth is made to apply to Sunday. 

22. Until what time were the saints, times, and the 
law of the Most High to be given into the hands of the 
little horn? 

“They shall be given into his hand until a time and 
times and the dividing of time.” Dan. 7 :25, last clause. 

23. In what other prophecy is this period mentioned? 

“To the woman were given two wings of a great 

eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her 
place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent.” Rev. 12:14. 
“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great 
things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him 
to continue [margin, “to make war,”] forty and two 
months” Rev. 13:5. See Rev. 11:2. “And the woman 
fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared 
of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days" Rev. 12:6. 

24. In symbolic prophecy what length of time is rep- 
resented by a day? 
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“After the number of the days in which ye searched 
the land, even forty days, each day for a year , shall ye 
bear your iniquities, even forty years.” Num. 14:34. 
See Eze. 4:6. 

Notes.— A time in prophecy being the same as a year (Dan. 
11:13, margin, and Revised Version), three and one-half times would 
be three and one-half years, or forty-two months, or twelve hundred 
sixty days, since the calendar year of 360 days, or twelve months of 
thirty days each, is used in prophetic chronology. As each day rep- 
resents a year, the period, the end of which was to mark the time 
limit of the supremacy of the little horn, or the Papacy, over the 
saints, times, and law, would be twelve hundred sixty years. 

In 533 a. d. the emperor Justinian issued a decree styling the 
Bishop or Pope of Rome head over all the churches, to which he 
added, a few months later but the same year, the title, corrector of 
heretics. But it was not until the power of the Ostrogoths was 
broken, five years later, that these decrees became effective. It is 
therefore from 538 a. d. that we reckon the twelve hundred and sixty- 
years of papal domination. This supremacy ended, then, in 1798, 
with the temporary overthrow of the papal government by the 
French under General Berthier, who declared the Papacy abolished 
and carried the Pope a prisoner to France. 


1798 
A. D. 

THE 1260 YEARS 


25. What will finally be done with the dominion 

exercised by the little horn? 

“The judgment shall sit, and they shall take away 
his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 
Dan. 7 :26. 

26. To whom will the dominion finally be given? 
“The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 

the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given 
to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey Him.” Verse 27. 


538 

A.D. 
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1. What symbols were shown to Daniel the prophet, 
in vision, as described by him in Daniel 8:3, 5? 

A ram with two horns, and a he-goat. 

2. How did the prophet learn what these symbols 
represented ? 

“I heard a man’s voice between the banks of Ulai, 
which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to under- 
stand the vision." Dan. 8 :16. 

3. What did the angel Gabriel say was represented 
by the ram? 

“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are 
the kings [or kingdoms] of Media and Persia." Dan. 
8 : 20 . 

4. What was represented by the rough goat ? 

“The rough goat is the king of Grecia: and'the great 
horn that is between his eyes is the first king. Now that 
being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four king- 
doms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his 
.power.” Dan. 8 :21, 22. 

5. What did the little horn represent? 

“In the latter time of their kingdom, when the trans- - 
gressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, 
and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. And 
his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: 
and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and 
practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy peo- 
ple. And through his policy also he shall cause craft to 
prosper in his hand ; and he shall magnify himself in his 
heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also 
stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be 
broken without hand.” Dan. 8:23-25. 
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Note . — Rome in both its pagan and papal forms here comes to 
view in the figure of the little horn, just as it is represented in chap- 
ter 2 by the legs of iron, and in chapter 7 by the fourth beast. 

6. Did the angel at this time complete his explanation 
of the vision? 

“I Daniel fainted , and was sick certain days ; after- 
ward I rose up, and did the king’s business; and I was 
astonished at the vision, but none understood it.” Dan. 
8:27. 

7. What portion of the vision remained unexplained? 

“I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said 

unto that certain saint which spake. How long shall be 
the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the trans- 
gression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the 
host to be trodden under foot? And he said unto me, 
Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed.” Dan. 8:13, 14. 

8. At a later time, while Daniel was praying, who 
came and talked with him? 

“Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man 
Gabriel , whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, 
being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of 
the evening oblation.” Dan. 9 :21. 

9. What was the angel’s mission? 

“He informed me, and talked with me, and said, 0 
Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and under- 
standing. ” Dan. 9 :22. 

10. What did he tell Daniel to do? 

“At the beginning of thy supplications the command- 
ment came forth, and I am come to show thee ; for thou 
art greatly beloved : therefore understand the matter, and 
consider the vision .” Dan. 9 :23. 

Note. — It was formerly supposed that the Belshazzar of the 
eighth of Daniel was the same as Nabonidus, known from secular 
history to have been the last king of Babylon. The work of archae- 
ologists during the last half century has made it clear that he was 
the son of Nabonidus, with whom he reigned jointly for more than 
two years. Therefore it was probably only a few months between 
the vision of the third year of Belshazzar (Dan. 8:1) and that of 
the first year of Darius. When the angel returned to complete his 
explanation, the prophet’s mind would at once revert to the vision, 
the symbols of which had been explained, but not the time. 

11. What part of the 2300 days did Gabriel say had 
Been apportioned to the Jews ? 
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“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 
holy.” Dan. 9:24. 

Note— The original Hebrew word here translated “determined” 
means “cut off.” Gesenius, in his Hebrew Lexicon, thus defines it: 
“Properly, to cut off; tropically to divide; and so to determine or 
decree.” Whiting’s translation very properly renders the text: 
“Seventy weeks have been cut off upon thy people and upon thy 
holy city.” 

12. In symbolic prophecy what is represented by a 
day? 

“After the number of the days in which ye searched 
the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye 
bear your iniquities, even forty years.” Num. 14:34. 

13. How long a period is thus covered by the seventy 
weeks ? 

Four hundred ninety years. 

Note. — Seventy weeks are equal to 490 symbolic days. Counting 
each day for a year would give 490 literal years. Likewise, using 
a day for a year, 2300 days would be 2300 literal years. 

14. When did the long period of 2300 years begin ? 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the go- 
ing forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks : the street shall be 
built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” Dan. 
9:25. 

15. When was the commandment given to restore and 
to build Jerusalem? 

In 457 B. c. See Ezra 7 : 11-26. 

Note. — As the angel predicted, the city was built in troublous 
times, for the near-by nations were bent upon hindering the restora- 
tion of the city. As a result the Jews were compelled to work and 
fight by turns. See Josephus. 

16. How are the seventy weeks divided? 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, 
and threescore and two weeks.” Dan. 9 :25. 
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17. How long a time was consumed in restoring Jeru- 
salem? 

Exactly forty-nine years, or seven prophetic weeks. 

18. How long a time would be measured from the 
decree for the restoring and rebuilding of Jerusalem to 
Messiah the Prince? 

Exactly 483 years. See verse 25. 

Note. — Seven weeks added to sixty-two weeks give sixty-nine 
prophetic weeks, or 483 literal years. 

19. What is the meaning of the word “Messiah”? 

“We have found the Messias, which is, being inter- 
preted, the Christ [margin, “the Anointed”].” John 
1:41. 

Note. — “Messiah” in Hebrew and “Christ” in Greek have the 
same meaning,- namely, “The Anointed.” The original Hebrew word 
is so rendered in the Revised Version. 

20. With what was Christ anointed? 

“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with 
Him.” Acts 10:38. 

21. Where was He anointed? 

“It came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.” 
Mark 1 :9. 

“When all the people were baptized, it came to pass, 
that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven 
was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 
shape like a dove upon Him , and a voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art My beloved Son ; in Thee I 
am well pleased.” Luke 3 :21, 22. 

22. In what year was this? 

In 27 A. D. See International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia, Vol. Ill, art. “Jesus Christ, Date of Baptism,” 

p. 1628. 

Note. — Exactly 483 full years intervened between the seventh 
month of the year 457 b. c. and the seventh month of the year 27 a. d. 

23. In what words did Jesus Himself call attention to 
the termination of this time period ? 

“After that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
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saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand : repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Mark 1 :14, 15. 

Note. — It was impossible that these words of Jesus should have 
applied to another time period than this, for none other came to an 
end at that time. 

24. What did the angel tell Daniel would take place in 
the midst of the seventieth week ? 

“He shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week He shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease." Dan. 9 :27. 

25. What did all the sacrifices and offerings of the 
ancient Levitical system typify? 

“Behold the Lamb of God , which taketh away the sin 
of the world." John 1 :29. 

26. After the sixty-nine weeks had passed, what did 
the angel say would happen to Jesus the Messiah? 

“After threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut 
off , but not for Himself.'' Dan. 9 :26. 

27. How long after His baptism was Jesus crucified? 

Three and one-half years. 

Note. — That the time of Jesus’ ministry was about one half of 
a prophetic week, or three and one-half years, is shown by the record 
of the Gospels that He attended only four Passovers. It should be 
remembered in this connection that, as is now known, Jesus was 
born four years before the beginning of our era. He was therefore 
thirty years of age at His baptism, as stated in Luke 3:23. 

28. What significant event occurred in connection 
with the crucifixion of Christ, indicating that the sanc- 
tuary, where sacrifices and oblations were offered, was 
no longer holy ? 

“Behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom ; and the earth did quake, and the 
rocks rent." Matt. 27 :51. 

Note.— This rending by unseen hands of the beautiful temple 
veil which separated the holy from the most holy place of the sanc- 
tuary, exposed the sacred apartment to the view of all, and showed 
that type had met antitype, that the true Lamb of God had died, 
thereby paying forever the penalty for the sins of mankind. 

29/ How did the Messiah confirm the covenant with 
many for one week? 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ; 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard Him?" Heb. 2:8. 
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Note. — By His own ministry for three and a half years, by His 
■death upon the cross “in the midst of the week,” and by the testi- 
mony of His disciples to the Jews for three and a half years more 
before turning to the Gentiles with the gospel, Christ the Messiah 
confirmed the covenant, or promise* to the Jews, according to the 
prophecy of Daniel 9:24, 27. 

30. In 34 A. D., when the 490 years ended, what events 
took place indicating that God’s special work for the Jews 
as a nation had ceased? 

The stoning of Stephen, the rejection of the gospel by 
the Sanhedrin, and the conversion of Paul,- the apostle to 
the Gentiles. See Acts 7 and 9:1-21. 

31. Subtracting 490 years from 2300 leaves how much 
time? 

Exactly 1810 years. 

32. Since the 490 years bring us to 34 A. D., when do 
the 2300 years end ? 

In 1844. 

33. What did the angel say would occur at the end 
of the 2300 years ? 

“He said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hun- 
dred days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Dan. 
8:14. 
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THE SANCTUARY AND ITS CLEANSING 


1. What was the purpose of God in commanding 
Moses to make the earthly sanctuary ? 

“Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell 
among them.” Ex. 25 :8. 

2. How did Moses know exactly what was required? 

“According to all that I show thee, after the pattern 

of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments 
thereof, even so shall ye make it.” “Look that thou make 
them after their pattern , which was showed thee in the 
mount” Ex. 25:9, 40. 

3. What sanctuary has now taken the place of the 
earthly tabernacle ? 

“Every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacri- 
fices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have 
somewhat also to offer : . . . who serve unto the example 
and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished 
of God when he was about to make the tabernacle : for, 
See, saith He, that thou make all things according to the 
pattern showed to thee in the mount.” Heb. 8 :3-5. 

4. Who ministers in the heavenly sanctuary ? 

“Now of the things which we have spoken this is the 
sum : We have such a High Priest, who is set on the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; a min- 
ister of the sanctuary,, and of the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord pitched, and not man” Heb. 8:1, 2. 

5. How many apartments had the earthly sanctuary? 

Two. “Into the second went the high priest alone 

once every year, not without blood, which he offered for 
himself, and for the errors of the people.” Heb. 9 :7. 

6. How many apartments, or “holy places,” has the 
heavenly sanctuary ? 
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“Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, ... but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us.” Heb. 9 :24. 

7. How were these apartments divided? 

“After the second veil, the tabernacle which is called 
the holiest of all.” Heb. 9 :3. 

8. What was contained in the first apartment of the 
earthly sanctuary ? 

“There was a tabernacle made; the first [apartment], 
wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shew- 
bread; which is called the sanctuary [“holy,” margin].” 
Heb. 9:2. 

9. What was contained in the second apartment? 

“After the second veil, the tabernacle which is called 

the holiest of all ; which had the golden censer, and the 
ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s 
rod, that budded, and the tables of the covenant; and over 
it the cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy seat; of 
which we cannot now speak particularly.” Heb. 9:3-5. 

10. What did Moses place in the ark? 

“At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee two 
tables of stone like unto the first, and come up unto Me 
into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. And I 
will write on the tables the words that were in the first 
tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in 
the ark. And I made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed 
two tables of stone like unto the first, and went up into 
the mount, having the two tables in mine hand. And 
He wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, 
the ten commandments, which the Lord spake unto you 
in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the 
assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me. Arid I 
turned myself and came dowri from the mount, and put 
the tables in the ark which I had made; and there they be, 
as the Lord commanded me.” Deut. 10 :l-5. 

11. When given a vision of the heavenly sanctuary, 
did the apostle John see the seven lamps of fire and the 
altar of incense ? 

“There were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.” “Another 
angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer ; 
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and there was given unto him much incense, that he 
should offer it. with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne.” Rev. 4 :5 ; 8 :3. 

12. What did the apostle see in the second apart- 
ment? 

“The temple of God was opened in heaven, and there 
was seen in His temple the ark of His testament.” Rev. 
11:19. 

13. Since the earthly and heavenly sanctuaries are. 
patterned alike, what must be contained in the ark in 
the heavenly sanctuary ? 

The ten commandments. 

14. What was the service in the first, or outer, apart- 

ment of the sanctuary, and what portion of the year did 
it occupy? - 

The service whereby sins were confessed over the 
heads of animals ; and these beasts in type bore the pen- 
alty of the sin by surrendering their lives. A portion 
of the blood was conveyed into the first apartment, the 
sins being lodged there, in figure, until the day of atone- 
ment, or cleansing, which ceremony took place once each 
year. See Leviticus 4 and parallel scriptures. 

15. How often did the priest minister in the most 
holy place, or the second apartment? 

“Into the second went the high priest alone once every 
year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, 
and for the errors of the people.” Heb. 9:7. See also 
Lev. 16 :2, 34. 

16. Upon what day of the year was this service per- 
formed? 

“This shall be a statute forever unto you : that in the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall 
afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be 
one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth 
among you: for on that day shall the priest make an 
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean 
from all your sins before the Lord.” Lev. 16:29, 30. 

17. What did the priest do before entering the most 
holy place? 

“He shall take of the congregation of the children of 
Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one 
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ram for a burnt offering. And Aaron shall offer his 
bullock of the sin offering, which is for, himself, and 
make an atonement for himself, and for his house. 

“And he shall take the two goats, and present them 
before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. \And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two 
goats; one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for the 
scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which 
the Lord’s lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. But 
the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall 
be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atone- 
ment with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into 
the wilderness. 

“And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offer- 
ing, which is for himself, and shall make an atonement 
for himself, and for his house, and shall kill the bullock 
of the sin offering which is for himself: and he shall 
take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the 
altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense 
beaten small, and bring it within the veil : and he shall 
put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that the 
cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is 
upon the testimony, that he die not: and he shall take 
of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his 
finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the 
mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger 
seven times. 

“Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that 
is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, 
and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the 
bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before 
the mercy seat : and he shall make an atonement for the 
holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of 
Israel, and because of their transgressions in all their 
sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of 
their uncleanness.” Lev. 16:5-16. 

18. When the service within the sanctuary was com- 
pleted, what did the priest do with the live goat, the 
scapegoat? 

“When he hath made an end of reconciling the holy 
place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and. the. 
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altar, he shall bring the live goat : and Aaron shall lay 
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess 
over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel , and 
all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them 
upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the 
hand of a fit man into the wilderness .” Lev. 16 :20, 21. 

19. What did the scapegoat bear? 

“The goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto 
a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness.” Lev. 16:22. 

20. Whom did the Lord’s goat represent? 

“Behold the Lamb of God , which taketh away the sin 
of the world.” John 1 :29. 

21. Whom did the scapegoat represent? 

Satan. 

Note. — See margin of Leviticus 16 : 8. Azazel is to the Hebrews 
a proper name; they understand it to mean Satan. To say that the 
scapegoat represented Satan is not to make the fallen angel a sin 
bearer for man. As the author of sin and the tempter of mankind, 
Satan is man’s partner in every sin. He bears the guilt of these sins, 
not as a savior, but as particeps criminis. 

22. What was the object of the service in the second 
apartment ? 

To cleanse the sanctuary of all sin . “He shall make 
an atonement for the holy place, because of the unclean- 
ness of the children of Israel, and because of their trans- 
gressions in all their sins.” Lev. 16:16. 

23. What does the apostle Paul say concerning this 
service of cleansing in the heavenly sanctuary? 

“It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things 
in the heavens should be purified with these; but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
these” Heb. 9 :23. 

24. From what is the heavenly sanctuary to be 

cleansed? - 

From sin transferred from the repentant sinner to 
Christ, the Lamb of God "slain from the foundation of the 
world.” Rev. 13:8. 
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THE JUDGMENT AND THE JUDGMENT- 
HOUR MESSAGE 

1. How do we know that there will be a judgment? 
“God . . . hath appointed a day, in the which He will 

judge the world.” Acts 17 :30, 31. 

2. Was the judgment still future in Paul’s day? 

“As he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 

judgment to come, Felix trembled.” Acts 24:25. 

3. How many must meet the test of the judgment? 
“We must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ.” 2 Cor. 5:10. Compare Eccl. 3:17. 

4. How comprehensive will be the judgment? 

“God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil.” Eccl. 12:14. 

5. What view of the judgment scene was given 
Daniel ? 

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down [“placed,” 
A. R. V.] , and the Ancient of days did sit,- whose garment 
was white as snow, and the hair of His head like the 
pure wool : His throne was like the fiery flame, and His 
wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before Him: thousand thousands [of angels] 
ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand stood before Him : the judgment was set, and' the 
books were opened.” Dan. 7 :9, 10. 

6. Out of what will all be judged? 

“The books were opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.” Rev. 20:12. 

7. What does Christ, as the advocate of His people, 
confess before the Father and His angels? 

44 


Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 


The Judgment and the Judgment-Hour Message 45 

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his name before My 
Father, and before His angels ” Rev. 3 :5. See Matt. 
10:32, 33; Mark 8:38. 

8. Who is brought before the Father at this time? 

“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 

Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought Him near before 
Him.” Dan. 7:13. 

9. After it has been determined in the investigative 
judgment who shall be the subjects of the kingdom, what 
is given to Christ ? 

“There was given Him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve Him.” Dan. 7:14. 

• 10. What important event will then take place? 

“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God.” 1 Thess. 4:16. 

11. When will rewards be given? 

“The Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels ; and then He shall reward every man ac- 
cording to his works.” Matt. 16 :27. See also Rev. 22 :12. 

12. What will be the standard in the judgment? 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter : Fear 

God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judg-* 
ment.” Eccl. 12:13, 14. 

13. Who will execute the decisions of the judgment? 

“As the Father hath life in Himself ; so hath He given 

to the Son to have life in Himself ; and hath given Him 
authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son 
of man.” John 5 :26, 27. 

14. How will the decisions of the judgment be exe- 
cuted ? 

“Out of His [Christ’s] mouth goeth a sharp sword, 
that with it He should smite the nations : and He shall 
rule them with, a rod of iron : and He treadeth the wine 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 
Rev. 19 :15. 
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GOD'S GREAT MORAL LAW 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." 


Psalms 19:7. 
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THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL 


1. Where are the ten commandments recorded? 

In Exodus 20 :2-17. 

2. How comprehensive are these commandments ? 
“Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this 

is the whole duty of man." Eccl. 12:13. 

3. How do those with renewed hearts and minds re- 
gard the commandments of God ? 

“This is the love of God, that we keep His command- 
ments : and His commandments are not grievous.” 1 John 
5:3. See also Matt. 19:17. 

4. What is said of one who professes to know the 
Lord but does not keep His commandments ? 

“He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His com*- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 
2 :4. See also Matt. 7 :21 ; James 2 :10, 11. 

5. What promise is made to the willing and obedient?. 
“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 

the land.” Isa. 1:19. 

6. What is said of the stability of God’s character? 

“I am the Lord, I change not.” Mai. 3 :6. 

•7. How enduring are His commandments? 

“The works of His hands are verity and judgment; all 
His commandments are sure. They stand fast forever 
and ever.” Ps. Ill : 7, 8. 

8. Did Christ come to abolish or destroy the law? 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets : 1 am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” Matt. 
5:17. 

9. When used with reference to prophecy, what does 
the word fulfill mean ? 
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To fill up ; to accomplish ; to bring to pass ; as, “that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 
prophet.” Matt. 4:14. 

10. What does it mean when used with reference to 
law? 

To perform, to keep, or to act in accordance with ; as, 
“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.” Gal. 6 :2. See Matt. 3 :15 ; James 2 :8, 9. 

11. How did Christ treat His Father’s command- 
ments? 

“I have kept My Father’s commandments, and abide 
in His love.” John, 15:10. 

12. Does faith in God make void the law ? 

“Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law.’’ Rom. 3:31. 

13. What, more than all else, proves the perpetuity 
and immutability of the law of God ? 

“ God so loved the world, that He gave His only-be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. “Christ 
died for our sins.” 1 Cor. 15:3.- 

Note. — Could the law have been abolished and sin disposed of 
in this way, Christ need not have come and died for our sins. The 
.gift of Christ, therefore, more than all else, proves the immutability 
of the law of God. Christ must come and die, and satisfy the claims 
of the law, or the world must perish. The law could not give way. 
Says Spurgeon in his sermon on “The Perpetuity of the Law of God/’ 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ gave a greater vindication of the law by 
dying because it had been broken, than all the lost can ever give by 
their miseries.” The fact that the law is to be the standard in the 
judgment is another proof of its enduring nature. See Eccl. 12 : 13, 
14; James 2: 8-12. 

14. What relation does a justified person sustain to 
the law? 

“Not the hearers of the law are just before God, but 
the doers of the law shall be justified.” Rom. 2 :13. 

15. How may we know we have been born again? 

“We know that We have passed from death unto life, 

because we love the brethren.” 1 John 3:14. 

16. How may we know that we love the brethren? 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God, and keep His commandments.” 1 John 

5 : 2 . 
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17. What is the love of God? 

“This is the love of God, that we keep His command- 
ments” Verse 3. 

18. How are those described who will be prepared 
for the coming of Christ? 

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jesus .” Rev. 14:12. 

19. By whom was the ten commandment law pro- 
claimed ? . 

“The Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: 
ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; 
only ye heard a voice. And He declared unto you His 
covenant, which He commanded you to perform, even ten 
commandments ; and He wrote them upon two tables of 
stone.” Deut. 4:12, 13. 

20. Were the ten commandments a distinct and com- 
plete law by themselves ? 

“ These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly 
in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and 
of the thick darkness, with a great voice : and He added 
no more . And He wrote them in two tables of stone, and 
delivered them unto me.” Deut. 5:22. “And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Come up to Me into the mount, and be 
there; and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and 
commandments which I have written.” Ex. 24:12. 

21. How was the ceremonial law made known? 

“The Lord called unto Moses, . . . saying, Speak unto 

the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of 
you bring an offering ,” etc. Lev. 1 :1, 2. “This is the law 
of the burnt offering, of the meat offering, and of the sin 
offering, and of the trespass offering , and of the conse- 
crations, and of the sacrifice of the peace offerings; which 
the Lord commanded Moses in Mt. Sinai, in the day that 
He commanded the children of Israel to offer their obla- 
tions unto the Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai.” Lev. 
7:37,38. 

22. Was the ceremonial law a complete law in itself? 

“The law of commandments contained in ordinances .” 

Eph. 2:15. 

23. On what did God write the ten commandments? 
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“He wrote them upon two tables of stone.” Deut. 
4:13. 

24. In what were the laws, or commandments, re- 
specting sacrifices and burnt offerings written? 

“They removed the burnt offerings, that they might 
give according to. the divisions of the families of the 
people, to offer unto the Lord, as it is written in the book 
of Moses.” 2 Chron. 35:12. 

25. Where were the ten commandments placed? 

“He took and put the testimony into the ark, . . . and ' 
put the mercy seat above upon the ark.” Ex. 40 :20. 

26. Where did Moses command the Levites to put the 
book of the law which he had written? 

“Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this book of the 
law, and put it in the side [“by the side,” A. R. V.] of the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God.” Deut. 31: 

25, 26. 

27. What is the nature of the moral law? 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” 

Ps. 19:7. “We know that the law is spiritual.” Rom. 
7:14. 

28. Could the offerings commanded by the ceremonial 
law satisfy the conscience or make a man perfect? 

“Which was a figure for the time then present, in 
which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could 
not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining 
to the conscience.” Heb. 9 :9. 

29. How did Christ’s death affect the ceremonial law? 

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 

against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to His cross.” Col. 2:14. “Having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances.” Eph. 2:15. 

30. Why was the ceremonial law taken away? 

“There is a disannulling of a foregoing command- 
ment because of its weakness and unprofitableness (for 
the law made nothing perfect), and a bringing in there- 
upon of a better hope, through which we draw nigh unto 
God.” Heb. 7:18, 19, A. R. V. ' 

31. What miraculous event occurred at the death of 
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Christ, signifying that the sacrificial system was forever 
at an end ? 

“Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.” Matt. 
27:50,51. 

32. In what words had the prophet Daniel foretold 
this ? 

“He shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week He shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” Dan. 9 :27. 

33. How enduring is the moral law? 

“Concerning Thy testimonies, I have known of old 

that Thou hast founded them forever” Ps. 119 :152. 

34. What is one of the uses of the law? 

“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 

be justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin” Rom. 3 :20. 

35* In thus making known sin, and the consequent 
need of a Saviour, what part does the law act ? 

“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christy that we might be justified by faith.” Gal. 
3:24. 

36. What is the gospel declared to be? 

“It is the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth.” Rom. 1:16. 

37. What is the significance of the name bestowed by 
the angel upon the Saviour before His birth? 

“She shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His 
name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sms ” 
Matt. 1 :21. 

38. What was foretold concerning Christ’s attitude 
toward the law of God? 

“Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book 
it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God: 
yea , Thy law is within My heart” Ps. 40:7, 8. 

39. Does the faith which brings righteousness abolish 
the law? 

“Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law” Rom. 3:31. 
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Note.— The law reveals the perfection of character required and 
so gives a knowledge of sin, but it is powerless to confer the character 
demanded. In the gospel, the law, first written in the heart of Christ, 
becomes “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” and is thus 
transferred to the heart of the believer, in whose heart Christ dwells 
by faith. Thus the new covenant promise that the law shall be writ- 
ten in the heart is fulfilled. This is the genuine experience of right- 
eousness by faith— a righteousness which is witnessed by the law 
and revealed in the life in harmony with the law. The gospel is thus 
seen to be the provision for restoring the law to it's place in the heart 
and life of the one who believes on Christ and accepts His mediatorial 
work. Such faith, instead of making void the law, establishes it in 
the heart of the believer. The gospel is not against the law, there- 
fore, but upholds, maintains, and presents the law to us in Christ. 

40. What did Christ take away when He died upon 
the cross? 

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” John 1 :29. 

41. What did Christ abolish by His death and resur- 
rection ? 

“Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death , and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
2 Tim. 1:10. 

42. What scripture shows that God’s remnant people 
will have a right conception of the proper relation be- 
tween the law of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they 
that keep the commandments of God , and the faith of 
Jesus.” Rev, 14:12. 
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1. When and by whom was the Sabbath made? 
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and 

all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended 
His work which He had made; and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His work which He had made.” 
Gen. 2:1, 2. 

2. After resting on the seventh day, what did God do? 
“God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: be- 
cause that in it He had rested from all His work which 
God created and made.” Verse 3. 

3. By what distinct acts, then, was the Sabbath made? 
God rested on it ; He blessed it ; He sanctified it. 
Sanctify: “To make sacred or holy; to set apart to 

a holy or religious use.” — Webster. 

4. Did Christ have anything to do with creation and 
the making of the Sabbath? 

“All things were made by Him; and without Him 
was not anything made that was made.” John 1 :3. See 
also Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1 :2. 

Note. — Christ, being the active agent in creation, must have 
rested on the seventh day with the Father. It is therefore His rest 
day as well as the Father’s. 

5. For whom does Christ say the Sabbath was made? 
“He-said unto them, The Sabbath was made for man, 

and not man for the Sabbath.” Mark 2 :27. 

Note. — It was not made for the Jews alone, for it was made 
more than two thousand years before there was a Jew. 

6. What does the Sabbath commandment require? 
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 

shalt thou labor, and do all thy work : but the seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not 
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instituted by God in Eden, the Sabbath has come down to our day in unbroken succession as the divinely 

appointed day of rest. 
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do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates.” Ex. 20:8-10. 

7. What reason is given in the commandment for 
keeping the Sabbath day holy? 

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and 
hallowed it.” .Verse 11. 

Note. — The Sabbath is the memorial of creation, and the sign 
of God’s creative power. Through the keeping of it God designed 
that man should forever remember Him as the true and living God, 
the Creator of all things. . 

8. How did God prove Israel in the wilderness? 

“Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, 1 will rain 

bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out 
and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove 
them, whether they will walk in My law, or no.” Ex. 16 :4. 

9. On which day was a double portion of manna 
^sthfircd ? 

“It came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread, two omers for one man: and all 
the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.” 
Verse 22. 

10. What reply did Moses make to the rulers? 

“He said unto them, This is that which the Lord hath 
said, Tomorrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord.” Verse 23. 

Note. — This was a full month and more before they came to- 
Sinai. 

11. What did some of the people do on the seventh 
day? 

“It came to pass, that there went out some of the peo- 
ple on the seventh day for to gather, and they found 
none.” Ex. 16 :2L, 

12. H©:®;? did? God reprove their disobedience? 

‘%&J^dVsaid unto Moses, How long refuse ye to 

keep, MUJ: commandments and My laws?” Verse 28. 

1,3: How, then, did the Lord prove the people (verse 
4) whether they would keep His law or not? 

Over the keeping of the Sabbath, 
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Note. — Thus we see that the Sabbath commandment was a part 
of God’s law before this law was spoken from Sinai; for this incident 
occurred in the wilderness of Sin, before the children of Israel came 
to Sinai, where the law was given. Both the Sabbath and the law 
existed from creation. 

14. What does God command men to . observe in 
memory of the work of creation? 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Ex. 

20 : 8 . 

15. How long does God design that His great work 
of creating the heavens and the earth shall be remem- 
bered? 

“The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all 
them that have pleasure therein. His work is honorable 
and glorious: and His righteousness endureth forever. 
He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered.” 
Ps. Ill :2-4. See also text and note following Ques- 
tion 18. 

16. In addition to being a memorial of creation, of 
what is the Sabbath a sign? 

“Hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign be- 
tween Me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
your God.” Eze. 20:20. 

17. How long was the Sabbath to be a sign of the 
true God? 

“It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel 
forever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
and on the seventh day He rested, and was- refreshed.” 
Ex. 31:17. 

Note.— It is manifest that if the object of the Sabbath was to 
keep God in mind as the creator, and it had been faithfully kept from 
the first, there would not now be a heathen or an idolater on the face 
of the earth. . 

18. How often will the redeemed congregate to wor- 
ship the Lord? 

“As the new heavens and the new earth, which I 
will make, shall remain before Me, saith the Lord, so 
shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall 
come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and 
from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to’ wor- 
ship before Me, saith the Lord.” Isa. 66:22, 23. 

Note. — The Sabbath, which is the memorial of God’s creative 
power, will never cease to exist. 
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19. Of what did Christ say the Son of man is Lord? 

“The Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day." 

Matt. 12:8. See also Mark 2 :28. 

20. Did Christ, while on earth, keep the Sabbath? 

“As His custom was , He went into the synagogue on 

the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” Luke 4:16. 

21. Although Lord, maker, and an observer of the 
Sabbath, how was Jesus spied upon by the scribes and 
Pharisees on this day? 

“The scribes and Pharisees watched Him, whether He 
would heal on the Sabbath day; that they might find an 
accusation against Him.” Luke 6:7. 

22. With what question did Christ meet their false 
ideas and reasonings regarding Sabbathkeeping? 

“Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing: 
Is it lawful on the Sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? 
to save life, or to destroy it?" Verse 9. 

23. According to Isaiah, what was Christ to do with 
the law? 

“He will magnify the law, and make it honorable.” 
Isa. 42:21. 

Noth. — In nothing, perhaps, was this more strikingly fulfilled 
than in the matter of Sabbath observance. By their traditions, 
numerous regulations, and senseless restrictions, the Jews had made 
the Sabbath a burden and anything but a delight. Christ removed 
all these and by His life and teachings put the Sabbath back in its 
proper place and setting, as a day of worship and beneficence, a day 
for doing acts of charity and mercy, as well as engaging in contem- 
plation of God and in acts of devotion. Thus He magnified it and 
made it honorable. 

24. According to the New Testament, what day im- 
mediately precedes the first day of the week? 

“When the Sabbath was past, . . . very early in the 
morning the first day of the week, they came unto the 
sepulcher at the rising of the sun.” Mark 16:1, 2. 

Note. — Observe that the day which Inspiration here calls the 
Sabbath was the day just before the first day of the week. 

25. After the crucifixion, what day was kept by the 
women who followed Jesus? 

“They returned, and prepared spices and ointments; 
and rested the Sabbath day according to the command- 
ment.” Luke 23:56. 
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26. What day is the Sabbath, “according to the com- 
mandment”? 

“The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” 
Ex. 20:10. 

27. What was Christ’s custom concerning the Sab- 
bath? . 

“He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up: and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” Luke 
4:16. 

28. In what instruction to His disciples did Christ 
recognize the existence of the Sabbath long after His 
ascension ? 

“Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither 
on the Sabbath day.” Matt. 24:20. 

Note. — The destruction of Jerusalem under Titus occurred in 
70 A. D. 

29. On what day did the Jews meet for worship? 

“Moses of old time hath in every city them that 

preach him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath 
day' 9 Acts 15:21. 

30. On what day did Paul and Barnabas preach at 
Antioch? 

“They came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day ” Acts 13:14. 

31. When did the Gentiles request that Paul should 
repeat the sermon he had preached at Antioch on the 
Sabbath ? 

“When the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, 
the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached 
to them the next Sabbath ” Verse 42. 

32. On what day did PauJ and his companions preach 
to the devout women at Philippi ? 

“On the Sabbath we went out of the city by a river- 
side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat 
down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither.” 
Acts 16:13. 

33. What was Paul’s custom on the Sabbath? 

“They came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue 

of the Jews: and Paul, as his manner was , went in unto 
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them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with them out 
of the Scriptures” Acts 17 :1, 2. 

Note. — It was Paul’s manner, as it was Christ’s custom (Luke 
4:16), to attend religious_ services on the Sabbath. 

34. How did the apostle spend the working days of 
the week when at Corinth? 

“After these things Paul departed from Athens, and 
came to Corinth; and found a certain Jew named Aquila, 
born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, -with his wife 
Priscilla; . . . and because he was of the same craft, 
he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupa- 
tion they were tentmakers” Acts 18 : 1-3. 

35. What did he do on the Sabbath days? 

“He reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.” Acts 18 :4. 

36. On what day of the week was John in the Spirit? 

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day ” Rev. 1 :10, 

37. Who is Lord of the Sabbath? 

“The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath” Mark 
2 :28. 
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It is only by searching: the Scriptures ourselves that we will discover a lack of divine authority for 

change of the Sabbath. 
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WHO CHANGED THE SABBATH? 


1. Of what is the Sabbath commandment a part? 

It is a part of the law of God. See Ex. 20 :8-ll. 

2. What, according to prophecy, was to be Christ’s 
attitude toward the law ? 

“The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake; 
He vnll magnify the law, and make it honorable.” Isa. 
42:21. 

3. In His first recorded discourse, what did Christ 
say of the law? . 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” Matt. 
5 : 17. 

4. How enduring did He say the law is? 

“Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.” Verse 18. 

5. What did He say of those who should break one of 
the least of God’s commandments, and teach men so to do? 
• “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven.” Verse 19. 

Note. — From this it is evident that the entire code of ten com- 
mandments is binding in the Christian dispensation, and that Christ 
had no thought of changing any of them. One of these commands 
the observance of the seventh day as the Sabbath. But the practice 
of most Christians is different; they keep the first day of the week 
instead, many of them believing that Christ changed the Sabbath. 
But from His own words we see that He came for no such purpose. 
This change was made by man, not by God. 

6. What did God, through the prophet Daniel, say 
the power represented by the “little horn” would think 
to do ? 
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“He shall speak words against the Most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the Most High: and he shall 
think to change the times and the law.” Dan. 7:25, 
A.R.V. 

7. What did the apostle Paul say the “man of sin” 
would do? 

“That day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshiped.” 2 Thess. 2 :3, 4. 

Note. — -There is only one way by which any power could exalt 
itself above God, and that is by assuming to change the law of God, 
and to require obedience to its own law instead of to God’s law. 

8. What power has claimed authority to change the 
law of God? 

The Papacy. 

9. What part of the law of God especially has the 
Papacy thought to change? 

The fourth commandment. 

Note. — -“They [the Catholics] allege the changing of the Sab- 
bath into the Lord’s day, contrary, as it seemeth, to the decalogue; 
and they have no example more in their mouths than the change of 
the Sabbath. They will , needs have the power to be very great, be- 
cause it hath done away with a precept of the decalogue.”— A ugsburg 
Confession, Art. VII, par. 12; quoted in “The Library of Original 
Sources,” Vol. V, pp. 17S, lV h 

10. Why did God command Israel to hallow the Sab- 
bath? 

“Hallow My Sabbaths ; and they shall be a sign be- 
tween Me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
your God.” Eze. 20:20. 

11. Does the Papacy acknowledge that it has changed 
the Sabbath? 

It does. 

Notes. — “Question. — How prove you that the church hath power 
to command feasts and holy days? 

“ Answer . — By the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, 
which, Protestants allow of; and therefore they fondly contradict 
themselves by keeping Sunday strictly, and breaking most other 
feasts commanded by the same church. 

“ Ques. prove you that? 

“ Ans . — Because by keeping Sunday, they acknowledge the 
church’s power to ordain feasts, and to command them under sin; 
and by not keeping the rest , [of the feasts] by her commanded, they 
again deny, in fact the same power.” — “An Abridgment of the 
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Christian Doctrine ” composed in 1649 by Rev . Henry Tuberville , 
D. D., of the English College of Douay, France, p. 58. 

“The Catholic Church, ... by virtue of her divine mission, 
changed the day from Saturday to Sunday.” — Catholic Mirror, official 
organ of Cardinal Gibbons, Baltimore, Sept. 23, 1893. 

12. Do Catholic authorities acknowledge that there is 
no command in the Bible for the sanctification of Sunday ? 

They do. 

Note. — “You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, 
and you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of 
Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Satur- 
day, a day which we never sanctify.” — “The Faith of Our Fathers” 
Cardinal Gibbons, edition 1893, p. 111. 

13. Do Protestant writers acknowledge the same? 

They do. 

Notes. — “The Scriptures nowhere call the first day of the week 
the Sabbath. . . . There is no Scriptural authority for so doing, 
nor of course any Scriptural obligation.” — The Watchman {Baptist). 

“The observance of the first instead of the seventh day rests on 
•the testimony of the church, and the church alone.” — Hobart Church 
News {Episcopalian), July 2, 1894 • 

Papal claims and Protestant admissions show, therefore, who 
changed the Sabbath. 

14. Did this change in observance of days come about 
suddenly or gradually? 

Gradually. 

Note. — “The Christian church made no formal, but a gradual 
and almost unconscious, transference of the one day to the other.” 
— “ The Voice from Sinai,” Archdeacon F. W. Farrar, p. 167. 

15. For how long a time was the seventh-day Sab- 
bath observed generally in the Christian church ? 

For many centuries ; in fact, its observance has never 
wholly ceased. 

Notes. — The historian Socrates, who wrote about the middle of 
the fifth century, says: “Almost all churches throughout the world 
celebrate the sacred mysteries on the Sabbath of every week, yet the 
Christians of Alexandria and at Rome, on account of some ancient 
tradition, refuse to do this.”—' “Ecclesiastical History ” booh 5, 
chap . 22. 

Sozomen, another historian of the same period, writes: “The 
people of Constantinople, and of several other cities, assemble to- 
gether on the Sabbath, as well as on the next day; which custom is 
never observed at Rome, or at Alexandria.” — Id., booh 7, chap. 19. 

16. What striking testimony is borne by Neander, the 
noted church historian, regarding the origin of Sunday 
observance? 
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The Sunday festival, he says, “was always only a 
human ordinance.” (See following note.) 

Note. — “Opposition to Judaism introduced the particular fes- 
tival of Sunday very early, indeed, into the place of the Sabbath. 

. . . The festival of Sunday, like all other festivals, was always 
only a human ordinance; and it was far from the intentions of the 
apostles to establish a divine command in this respect, far from them, 
and from the early apostolic church, to transfer the laws of the Sab- 
bath to Sunday. Perhaps at the end of the second century a false 
application of this kind had begun to take place; for men appear by 
that time to have considered laboring on Sunday as a sin.” — Mean- 
der's “Church History ,” Rose’s translation, p . 186. 

17. Who first enjoined Sunday keeping by law? 

Constantine the Great. 

Note. — “The earliest recognition of the observance of Sunday 
as a legal duty is a constitution of Constantine in a. d. 321.” — En- 
cyclopedia Britannica, ninth edition, art. “Sunday.” 

18. What did Constantine’s law require ? 

“Let all the judges and town people, and the occu- 
pation of all trades rest on the venerable day of the sun'; 
but let those who are situated in the country, freely and 
at full liberty attend to the business of agriculture; be- 
cause it often happens that no other day is so fit for 
sowing corn and planting vines; lest, the critical ipo- 
ment being let slip, men should lose the commodities 
granted by heaven.” — Edict of March 7, A. D. 321; 
Corpus Juris Civilis Codicis, lib. 3, tit. 12, 3. 

19. What testimony does Eusebius (270-338), a noted 
bishop of the church, a flatterer of Constantine, and 
known as the father of ecclesiastical history, bear upon 
this subject? 

“All things whatsoever that it was duty to do on the 
Sabbath [Jewish seventh day], these we have transferred 
to the Lord’s day.” — “Commentary on the Psalms” in 
Migne, “Patralogia Grxca,” Vol. XXIII, Col. 1171. 

Note. — The change of the Sabbath was the result of the com- 
bined efforts of church and state, and centuries passed before it was 
fully accomplished. ■ 

20. When and by what 'church council was the ob- 
servance of the seventh day forbidden, and Sunday ob- 
servance enjoined? 

“The seventh-day Sabbath was . . . solemnized by 
.Christ, the apostles, and primitive Christians, till the 
Laodicean Council did in a manner quite abolish the' 
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observation of it. . . . The Council of Laodicea [364 
A. D.] . . . first settled the observation of the Lord’s day.” 
— Prynne’s “Dissertation on the Lord’s Day Sabbath,” 
V ■ 4 - 4 . - 

21. What did this council, in its twenty-ninth canon, 
decree concerning the Sabbath, and concerning the Chris- 
tians who continued to observe it ? 

“Christians ought not to Judaize, and to rest in the 
Sabbath, but to work in that day. . . . Wherefore if they 
shall be found to Judaize, lei them be accursed from 
Christ.” — Id., pp. 33, 34. 

Notes.— S ome of the further steps taken by church and. state 
authorities in bringing about this change may be noted as follows: 

“In 386, under Gratian, Valentinian, and Theodosius, it was de- 
creed that all litigation and business should cease [on Sunday]. . . . 

“Among the doctrines laid down in a letter of Pope Innocent I, 
written in the last year of his papacy (416), is that Saturday should 
be observed as. a fast day. [p. 265] . . . 

“In 425, under Theodosius the Younger, abstinence from the- 
atricals and the circus [on Sunday] was enjoined, [p. 266] . . . 

“In 538, at a council at Orleans, ... it was ordained that every- 
thing previously permitted on Sunday should still be lawful; but 
that work at the plow, or in the vineyard, and cutting, reaping, 
threshing, tilling, and hedging should be abstained from, that people 
might more conveniently attend church, [pp. 266, 267] . . . 

“About 590, Pope Gregory, in a letter to the Roman people, de- 
nounced as the prophets of antichrist those who maintained that 
work ought not to be done on the seventh day” [p. 267]. — “Law of 
Sunday” James T, Ringgold , pp, 265-267, 

The last paragraph of the foregoing quotation indicates that 
even as late as 590 a. d. there were those in the church who observed 
and taught the observance of the seventh day, the Bible Sabbath. 

22. What determines whose servants we are?, 

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 

servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey?” 
Rom. 6:16. 

23. When tempted to bow down and worship Satan, 
what reply did Christ make? 

“Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve. ” Matt. 4 :10. 

24.. What do Catholics say of the observance of Sun- 
day by Protestants? 

“It was the Catholic Church Which, by the authority 
of Jesus Christ, has transferred this rest to the Sunday 

3 . 
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in remembrance of the resurrection of our Lord. Thus 
the observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an hom- 
age they pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of 
the [ Catholic ] church.” — “Plain Talk About the Prot- 
estantism of Today,” Monsignor Segur, p. 213, 

25. What kind of worship does the Saviour call that 
which is not according to God’s commandments? 

“In vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men,” Matt, 15 ;9. 


ENGRAVED IN THE ROCK 

“When God confirmed His law to men 
Through Israel's waiting flock. 

He spake aloud His precepts ten, 
And graved them in the rock. 

“Within the tent's most holy place 
That sacred law was brought, 

Nor can the hand of man efface 
What great Jehovah wrought.” 
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THE SEAL OF GOD AND THE MARK 
OF APOSTASY 


1. What does the Bible present as the object of a 
sign, or seal? 

“Now, 0 king, establish the decree, and sign the writ- 
ing, that it be not changed.” Dan. 6:8. 

Note. — That is, affix the royal signature that the decree may 
have the proper authority, and thus he of force. Anciently it was 
customary for kings to use for this purpose a ring containing their 
name, initials, or monogram. Jezebel, the wife of Ahah, “wrote 
letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his seal.” 1 Kings 
21:8. Of the decree issued under Ahasuerus for the slaying of all 
the Jews throughout the Persian Empire, it is said that “in the name 
of King Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the king’s ring.” 
Esther 3:12. 

2. What are the essentials of a seal ? 

A seal must not only authenticate that to which it is 
attached or upon which it is impressed, but it must show 
the authority of the author of the law, decree, proclama- 
tion, or other writing upon which it appears. 

3. With what is God’s seal connected? 

“Bind up the testimony, seal the law among My 
disciples.” Isa. 8:16. 

4. Does the first commandment identify the Author 
of the law as Creator of the world? 

No. 

Note. — T hat Jehovah, who spake these words, is the Creator, 
the commandment itself does not state. Such a prohibition might 
come, from any source. 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” Ex. 20 :3. 

5. Does the second, third, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, or tenth commandment indicate that the Creator 
is the author of the decalogue? 
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No; none of them. 

Note. — The second commandment forbids the making of and 
bowing down to images, but does not in itself reveal the true God, 
the Creator. The third commandment says, “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain,” but it likewise fails to reveal 
the Creator of the world as the Giver of the law. So of the other 
commandments here referred to. 

6. Which commandment alone of the decalogue re- 
veals the Creator as the Author of the law? 

The fourth, which reads, “Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do 
all thy work : but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day, and hallowed it.” Ex. 20:8-11. • 

Note. — The fourth commandment alone reveals at once the 
name, authority, and dominion of the Author of this law. In six 
days (1) the Lord (name); (2) made (office, Creator); (3) heaven 
and earth (dominion). This commandment alone, therefore/contains 
“the seal of the living God.” By what is revealed in this command-' 
ment is shown what God is referred to in the other commandments. 
By the great truth revealed here all other gods are shown to be false. 
The Sabbath commandment, therefore, contains the seal of God; and 
the Sabbath itself, the observance of which is enjoined by the com- 
mandment, is inseparably connected with this seal; it is to be kept 
in memory of the fact that the Author of the law is the Creator of 
all things; and it is itself called a “sign” of the knowledge of this 
great truth. (Ex. 31; 17; Eze. 20:20.) 

7. What reason does God give for making the Sabbath 
an everlasting sign between Him and His people? 

“It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel 
forever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed.” 
Ex. 31:17. 

Note. — The Sabbath is the sign, or mark, or seal, of the true 
God, the Creator. 

8. Of what does God say the keeping or hallowing 
of the Sabbath is a sign ? 

“Hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign be- 
tween Me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
your God” Eze. 20:20. 
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9. Of what besides a knowledge of God as Creator, is 
the Sabbath a sign? 

“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign 
between Me and you throughout your generations ; that 
ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.” 
Ex. 31:13. 

Note. — The Sabbath is the great sign of God’s creative power 
wherever and however manifested, whether in creation or redemp- 
tion; for redemption is creation — re-creation. It requires the same 
power to redeem that it does to create. “Create in me a clean heart.” 
Ps. 51:10. “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works.” Eph. 2:10. At each recurrence of the Sabbath, God 
designs that it shall call Him to mind as the one who created us, and 
whose grace and sanctifying power are working in us to fit us for 
His eternal kingdom. 

10. What scripture shows that a special sealing work 
is to be done just before the letting loose of the winds 

- of destruction upon the earth ? 

“After these things I saw four angels standing on the 
four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor 
on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel 
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, 
to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, say- 
ing, Hurt not the earth , neither the sea , nor the- trees , till 
'we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads . 
And I heard the number of them which were sealed : and 
there were sealed a hundred and forty and four thousand 
of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” Rev. 7 :l-4. 
See Eze. 9:1-6. 

11. Where did the apostle see this same company a 
little later, and what did they have in their foreheads? 

“I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount Sion , 
and with Him a hundred forty and four thousand, having 
His Father's name written in their foreheads ” Rev. 
14 : 1 . 

Note. — The seal of God and the Father’s name must refer to the 
same thing. The seal is the sign, or stamp, of perfection, and God’s 
name stands for His character, which is perfect. And the Sabbath 
of God, kept as God ordained it to be kept, holy and in holiness, is a 
sign of this same thing— perfection of character. When this seal is 
finally placed upon God’s people, it will be an evidence that His 
grace and His sanctifying power have done their work and fitted 
them for heaven. In the world to come, all will keep the Sabbath, 
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and will therefore have this seal, or mark, of sanctification, holiness, 
and perfection of character. (Isa. 66:22, 23.) 

12. What is said of the character of these sealed ones? 

“In their mouth was found no guile: for they are 

without fault before the throne of God” Rev. 14:5. 

13. How is the remnant church described? 

“Here is the patience of the saints : here are they that 
keep the commandments of God , and the faith of Jesus ” 
Verse 12. 

14. Against what three things does the third angel of 
Revelation 14 warn men? 

“The third angel followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image , and 
receive his mark in his forehead , or in his hand , the same 
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.” Verses 
9, 10. 

Note— The beast represents the Papacy; the image to the beast 
represents another ecclesiastical system dominating the civil power. 
And over against the seal of God stands the mark of the beast, the 
mark of apostasy. Against this false and idolatrous worship and the 
reception of this mark, God sends this solemn warning. 

15. What power mentioned in the thirteenth chapter 
of Revelation is to enforce this mark? 

' “He [the lamblike' beast with two horns] causeth all, 
both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to, 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore- 
heads.” Rev. 13:16. 

Note.— The lamblike beast is understood to represent a religio- 
political power arising in and dominating the United States of Amer- 
ica. As a powerful combination of religious forces compels this 
nation to repudiate her principles of religious liberty, and thus be- 
come a persecuting power, other nations will follow her example in 
oppressing those who refuse to renounce, in effect, their allegiance 
to God. 

16. What does the Papacy set forth as the mark, or 
sign, of its power and authority? 

The act of changing the Sabbath to Sunday. 

Notes. — In a letter written in November, 1895, Mr. H. F. Thomas, 
chancellor to Cardinal Gibbons, replying to an inquiry as to whether 
the Catholic Church claims to have changed the Sabbath, said: “Of 
course the Catholic Church claims that the change was her act, ... 
and the act is a mark of her ecclesiastical authority.” 

The true Sabbath being a sign of loyalty to the true God, it is 
but natural that the false sabbath should stand forth as a sign of 
allegiance to apostasy. And such we find to be the case. 
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17. What will be Satan’s attitude toward the rem- 
nant people who keep the commandments of God ? 

“The dragon [the devil, or Satan. See Rev. 12:9] 
was wroth with the woman [God’s church. See 2 Cor. 
11:2], and Went to make war with the remnant of her 
seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Rev. 12:17. 

18. How strongly will this false worship and the 
enforcement of this mark be urged? 

“That the image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause [decree] that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, 
both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads : 
and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark.” Rev. 13:15-17. 

19. Over what do the people of God finally gain the 
victory ? 

“I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: 
and them that had gotten the victory over the beast [the 
Papacy], and over his image [a similar world-wide per- 
secuting power] , and over his mark, and over the number 
of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps 
of God.” Rev. 15:2. 
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THE CONDITION OF MAN IN DEATH 

1. Where do the dead sleep? 

“Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake.” Dan. 12:2. See also Eccl. 3:20; 9:10. 

2. How long will they sleep there? 

“Man lieth down, and riseth not : till the heavens be 
no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their 
sleep.” Job 14:12. 

3. For what did Job say he would wait after death? 

“If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of 

my appointed time will I wait, till my change come." 
Verse 14. 

4. Where did he say he would wait? 

“If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my 
bed in the darkness.” Job 17 :13. 

5. While in this condition, how much does one know 
about those he has left behind ? 

“His sons come to honor, and he knoweth it not; 
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of 
them.” Job 14:21. 

6. What becomes of man’s thoughts at death ? 

“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth ; 
in that very day his thoughts perish.” Ps. 146 :4. 

7. Do the dead know anything? 

“The living know that they shall die : but the dead 
know not anything, neither have they any more a re- 
ward; for the memory of them is forgotten.” Eccl. 9:5. 

8. Do they take any part in earthly things? 

“Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is 
now perished; neither have they any more a portion for- 
ever in anything that is done under the sun." Verse 6. 
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9. Since the dead know not anything, what are the 
manifestations seen in spiritualistic seances? 

“They are the spirits of devils , working miracles” 

Rev. 16:14. 

10. In sacrificing to demigods [deceased heroes] and 
to ancestors, to whom do the heathen do homage? 

“The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice 
to devils ” 1 Cor. 10 :20. 

11. What commandment was given the children of 
Israel concerning all the various forms of spiritualistic 
mediumship in their day? 

“There shall not be found among you anyone . . . that 
useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, 
or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar 
spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do 
these things are an abomination unto the Lord.” Deut. 
18:10-12. 

12. Touching this same matter, what positive coun- 
sel is given to God's people through the prophet Isaiah ? 

“When they shall say unto you. Seek unto them that 
have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and 
that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? 
[“on behalf of the living should they seek unto the dead? f> 
A. R. V.] To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word , it is because there is no light 
in them ” Isa. 8:19, 20. 

13. How much does one when dead know of God? 

“In death there is no remembrance of Thee” Ps. 6 :5. 

Note. — There is not even a remembrance of God. As already 
seen, the Bible everywhere represents the dead as being asleep. If 
they were in heaven or hell, would it be fitting to represent them 
thus? Was Lazarus, Whom Jesus loved, in heaven when the Saviour 
said, “Our friend Lazarus sleepetK”? John 11:11. If so, calling him 
to life was really robbing him of the bliss of heaven that rightly be- 
longed to him. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus, recorded 
in Luke 16, was given to teach, hot consciousness in death, but that 
in the judgment riches will avail nothing unless rightly and benefi- 
cently Used, and that poverty will not keep one out of heaven. 

14. Were there to be no resurrection of the dead, 
what would be the condition of those fallen asleep in 

. Christ? 

“If the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: and 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye are yet in 
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your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished.” 1 Cor. 15:16-18. 

15. When is the resurrection of the rigKteous to take 
place? 

“ The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise.” 
1 Thess. 4:16. 

Note. — If, as stated in Ecclesiastes 9:5, the dead know not any- 
thing, then they have no knowledge of the lapse of time. “Six thou- 
sand years in the. grave to a dead man is no more than a wink of 
the eye to the living.” To them, consciousness, our only means of 
measuring time, is gone; and it will seem to them when they awake 
that absolutely no time has elapsed. 

16. Who only possesses inherent immortality? 

“The King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath 
immortality ,” 1 Tim. 6:15, 16. 

17. When will the.faithful be changed to immortality? 

. “Behold, I show you a mystery : We shall not all sleep, 

but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51, 52. 

18. What is then to be swallowed up? 

“So when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” Verse 54. See verse 57. 
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' 1. During those sad hours just before His trial and 
crucifixion, what precious promise did Christ make to 
His disciples? 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many man- 
sions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I ivill come again, and receive you unto Myself ; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” John 14:1-3. 

2. How visible is His coming to be? 

“As the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west ; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be.” Matt. 24:27. See Acts 1 :9-ll. 

3. How many will see Him when He comes? 

“Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall 

see Him, and they also which pierced Him.” Rev. 1:7. 

Note. — Christ’s second coming will be as real as was His first, 
and as visible as His ascension, and far more glorious. To spiritual- 
ize our Lord’s return is to pervert the obvious meaning of His prom- 
ise, “I will come again,” and nullify the whole plan of redemption; 
for the reward of the faithful of all ages is to be given in connection 
with this most glorious of all events. 

4. What warning has Christ given concerning false 
views of the manner of His coming? 

“If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not. For there shall arise false christs, 
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and won- 
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall de- 
ceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. 
Wherefore if they shall say unto you,. Behold, He is in 
the desert; go not forth: behold, He is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not.” Matt. 24 :23-26. 
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The glorious advent of- Christ will be the sequel to His first appearance 
two thousand years ago. 



5. What will take place at the Lord’s coming? 

“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God.” 1 Thess. 4:16. 

6. What part will the angels have in this event? 

“He shall send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 
Matt. 24:31. 

7. What takes place at the sounding of the trumpet? 
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“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven . . . 
with the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first IThess. 4:16. 

8. What will be done with the righteous living? 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 

up together with them in the clouds , to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
Verse 17. 

9. What change will then take place in both the living 
and the sleeping saints? 

“W.e shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump : 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption , and this mortal must 
put on immortality ” 1 Cor. 15:51-53. 

10. What saying is then brought to pass? 

“So when this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy 
sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory ?” Verses 54, 55. 

11. What immediately follows the resurrection of 
those who sleep in Jesus, and the change to immortality 
of the living saints ? 

“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first : then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord ” 1 Thess. 4:16, 17. 

Notes.— ‘To my mind this precious doctrine— for such I must 
call it — of the return of the Lord to this earth, is taught in the New 
Testament as clearly as any other doctrine in it; yet I was in the 
church for fifteen or sixteen years before I ever heard a sermon on it. 
. . . The devil does not want us to see this truth; for nothing would 
wake up the church so much. The moment a man takes hold of the 
truth that Jesus Christ is coming back again to receive His followers 
to Himself, this world loses its hold on him.” — “The Second Coming 
of Christ” D. L. Moody , pp. 6, 7. 

“Considering the solemn emphasis thus laid upon this doctrine, 
and considering the great prominence given to it throughout the 
teaching of our Lord and of His apostles, how was it that for the first 
five years of my pastoral life it had absolutely no place in my preach* 
ing? Undoubtedly, the reason lay in the lack of early instruction. 
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Of all the sermons heard from childhood on, I do not remember lis- 
tening to a single- one upon this subject.” — “ How Christ Came to 
Church ” A. J. Gordon , D. D., pp. 44, 45. 

12. How many will receive a reward when Christ 
comes? 

“The Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels ; and then He shall reward every man 
according to his works.” Matt. 16:27. See Rev. 22:12; 
Luke 14 : 14. 

13. Have the worthies of old gone to their reward? 
“These all, having obtained a good report through 

faith, received not the promise: God having provided 
some better thing for us, that they without us should 
not be made perfect.” Heb. 11:39, 40. 

14. When did Paul expect his crown? 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day.” 2 Tim. 4:8. 

15. What great separation will then take place? 
“When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and 

all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the 
throne of His glory: and before Him shall be gathered 
all nations : and He shall separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats." Matt. 
25:31,32. 

16. Will the world be prepared to meet Him? 

“Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 

heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn.” 
Matt. 24:30. “Behold, He cometh with clouds ; and every 
eye shall see Him, . . . and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him.” Rev. 1:7. 

17. Why will many be unprepared for this event? 
“But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, 

My lord delay eth his coming; and shall begin to smite 
his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken ; the lord of that servant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he 
is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites : there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” Matt. 24:48-51. 

18. What will the world be doing when Christ comes ? 
“As the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of 
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the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking , marrying and 
giving in marriage , until the day that Noe entered into 
the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them 
all away;, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be 
Verses 37-39. “Likewise also as it was in the days of 
Lot; they did eat , they drank , they bought , they sold , they 
planted , they builded; but the same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed/' Luke 17 :28-30. 

Note. — The idea is not that it is wrong in itself to eat, drink, 
marry, buy, sell, plant, or build, but that men’s minds will be so taken 
up with these things that they will give little or no thought to the 
‘future life, and make no preparation to meet Jesus when He comes. 

19. Has the exact time of Christ’s coming been re- 
vealed ? 

“Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but My Father only.” Matt. 24:36. 

20. In view of this fact, what does Christ tell us to do? 

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your 

Lord doth come.” Verse 42. 

Noth. — “In the Scriptures, the constant note, the continually 
recurring exhortation, is to be prepared for the Lord’s coming.” — 
Dean Alford. 

21. What warning has Christ given that we might not 
be taken by surprise by this great event ? 

“Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you un- 
awares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye there- 
fore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man.” Luke 21 :34-36. 

22. What Christian grace are we exhorted to exercise 
in our expectant longing for this event ? 

“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also 
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh.” James 5:7, 8. 
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One of the mosj; outstanding- signs of Christ’s second coming is the great increase of knowledge in our 
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 


1. What question did the disciples ask Christ con- 
cerning omens of His second coming? 

“As He sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy com- 
ing , and of the end of the world V' Matt. 24:3. 

2. How, according to Luke, did Christ answer this 
question? 

“There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon , 
and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring; men's 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth.” Luke 21 :25, 26. 

3. What, according to Matthew's account, did Christ 
say were to be the signs in the sun, moon, and stars 
indicating the approach of His second advent and the 
end of the world? 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall 
the sun be darkened , and the moon shall not give her light , 
and the stars shall fall from heaven Matt. 24:29. 

Note. — These “days” are the twelve hundred and sixty prophetic 
days, or literal years, of papal supremacy foretold in Daniel 7:25, 
during which the law and people of God were to be given into the 
hands of that apostate power. These days^ended with the temporary 
overthrow of the Papacy by the French in February, 1798. It was 
“immediately” after general persecution had ceased that the signs 
foretold by our Lord began to appear, as we shall see. 

4. In what language had some of the Old Testament 
prophets, centuries before Christ, foretold these signs? 

“The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining.” Joel 3:15. “The 
stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not 
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give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going 
forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.” 
Isa. 13:10. 

5. When were the sun and moon darkened? 

May 19, 1780. 

Notes.— “The nineteenth of May, 1780, was a remarkably dark 
day. Candles were lighted in many houses. The birds were silent, 
and disappeared. The fowls ' retired to roost. It was the general 
opinion that the day of judgment was at hand ." — President Dwight , 
in “ Historical Collections ” 

“In some places, persons could not see to read common print in 
the open air for several hours together. Birds sang their evening 
song, disappeared, and became silent; fowls went to roost; cattle 
sought the barnyard; and candles were lighted in the houses. The 
obscuration began about ten o’clock in the morning, and continued 
till the middle of the next night, but with differences of degree and 
duration in different places. . . . The true cause of this remark- 
able phenomenon is not known." — Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, 
art. “ The Dark Day ," edition 1883. 

Herschel, the great astronomer, says: “The dark day in Northern 
America was one of those wonderful phenomena of nature which will 
always be read with interest, but which philosophy is at a loss to 
explain." 

The darkness was not caused by any eclipse of the sun by the 
moon, for the moon had fulled only the night before, and conse- 
quently was on the opposite side of the earth from the sun. 

6. When was there a remarkable display of falling 
sts>rs ? 

November 13, 1833. 

Notes. — The celebrated astronomer and meteorologist, Professor 
Olmsted, of Yale College, says: “The extent of the shower of 1833 
was such as to cover no inconsiderable part of the earth’s surface, 
from the middle of the Atlantic on the east to the Pacific on the west; 
and from the northern coast of South America to undefined regions 
among the British possessions on the north, the exhibition was 
visible, and everywhere presented nearly the same appearance." 

Frederick Douglass, in his book, “My Bondage and My Freedom," 
page 186, says: “I witnessed this gorgeous spectacle, and was awe- 

struck. ... It was not without the suggestion at that moment that 
it might be the harbinger of the coming of the Son of man; and in my 
state of mind I was prepared to hail Him as my friend and deliverer. 
I had read that the stars should fall from heaven, and they were now 
falling." 

It will be seen that these signs produced the very impression 
that God evidently intended they should — that the day of judgment, 
Christ’s coming, and the end of the world are near at hand. 

. 7. Besides the signs to be seen in sun, moon, and 
stars, what did Jesus say would appear upon the earth? 
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“Upon the earth distress of nations , with perplexity ” 
Luke 21:25. 

8. What did our Lord say would be seen upon the sea, 
and with what feelings would men behold all these 
things? 

“The sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing 
them for fear , and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth.” Luke 21 :25, 26. 

Note. — For example, a volcanic eruption # at Krakatoa, Straits 
of Sunda, in 1883, caused a tidal wave which drowned more than 
thirty thousand persons, besides destroying a large amount of prop- 
erty. September 8, 1900, a great tidal wave, raised by a West Indian 
hurricane, destroyed property in Galveston, Texas, to the value of 
more than twenty million dollars, and swept to death in the surging 
waters about six thousand men, women, and children. August 29, 
1916, the United States armored cruiser “Memphis,” lying at anchor 
in the harbor of Santo Domingo, W. I., was utterly wrecked by a 
tidal wave of unknown origin, that picked the vessel up as though 
it had been only a chip, and with crushing force dashed it upon a 
reef, where it still lies, a mute witness to the irresistible force of the 
wave. October 25, 1921, a West Indian hurricane swept a part of the 
coast of Florida, inflicting a property loss amounting to a million 
or more dollars at Tampa alone. 

9. According to the prophecy of Daniel,, what was to 
characterize the time of the end? 

“But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
book, even to the time of the end : many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” Dan. 12 :4. 

Notes. — “The time of the end” is a comparatively brief period 
between 1798, the' close of the 1260 years of papal supremacy, and the 
second appearing of our Lord. Within that period men have been 
“running to and fro” through both the material world and the word 
of God. The prophecies of Daniel are now themselves understood. 

Concerning the increase of knowledge in the material, scientific, 
and intellectual worlds, it is scarcely necessary to speak. Every- 
one who thinks, realizes that we are living in the most wonderful age 
of this world: Things undreamed of a century ago are now too com- 
mon to attract attention. 

10. What is predicted. of the moral condition of the 
world in the last days? 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, . .' . lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 2 Tim. 3 :l-5. 
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Note.— The age in which we live is noted for its pleasure-loving 
spirit. The Cumberland Presbyterian, Nashville, Tennessee, No- 
vember 27, 1919, said: 

“The world today is politically and socially and industrially in 
turmoil, because the church of the Son of God has practically ceased 
evangelizing in the power* of its ‘first love.’ It has cut loose its 
moorings, and is being ‘carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men,’ who ‘lie in wait to deceive’ by stealthily 
substituting social service panaceas for personal salvation from sin. 
What wonder that ‘the whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
faint’!” 

11. What sigh closely related to the increase of knowl- 
edge did our Saviour give? 

“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end cornel ’ Matt. 24:14. 

Note. — W ell within the memory of many now living, practically 
the whole Protestant world has adopted the slogan, “The gospel to 
the world in this generation.” What does it mean? — Clearly the 
soon coming of the Lord; for When this gospel of the kingdom shall 
have been preached in all the world for a witness to all nations, the 
end will come. 

12. What other sign is now especially manifest be- 
fore all the world? 

Increase of wealth and labor troubles . 

Note. — Never was the unprecedented wealth in the hands of a 
comparatively few people greater than now, nor the consequent labor 
troubles more serious. Read in the New Testament, James 5:1-8, 
and note how faithfully present-day conditions are described. “Be 
ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.” 
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1. What text definitely brings the millennium to 
view? 

“I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them: . . . and they ' lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years” Rev. 20:4. 

2. Whom does Paul say the saints are to judge? 
“Dare any of you, having a matter against another, 

go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? 
Do ye not know that the saints .shall judge the world? 

. . . Know ye not that we shall judge angels?” 1 Cor. 
6 :l-3. See also Dan. 7 :21, 22. 

Note. — From the Scriptures it is plain that the saints of all ages 
are to be engaged with Christ in a work of “judgment” upon the 
wicked during the millennium, or one thousand years. 

3. How many resurrections are there to be? 

“Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in the 

which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation ” John 5 :28, 29. 

4. What class only have part in the first resurrection? 
u Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 

resurrection: on such the second death hath no power.” 
Rev. 20:6. 

5. What will Christ do with the saints when He 
comes? 

“I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” John 14:3. See 
John 17:24. 

Note.— In other words, Christ will take them to heaven, there to 
Ilye and reign with Him during the one thousand years. 
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The millennium is one of “the ages to come.” Its close will mark the beginning of the new earth state. 
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6. What becomes of the living wicked when Christ 

comes? - 

“As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, 
and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the 
days of Lot; . . . the same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from' heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed.” Luke 17:26-30. 

Note.— When Christ comes, the righteous will be delivered and 
taken to heaven, and all the living wicked will he suddenly destroyed, 
as they were at the time of the flood. For further proof see 1 Thess. 
5:3; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rev. 6:14-17; 19:11-21; Jer. 25:30-33. There 
will be no general resurrection of the wicked until the end of the one 
thousand years. This will leave the earth desolate and without in- 
habitant during this period. 

7. What description does the prophet Jeremiah give 
of the earth during this time ? 

“I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and 
void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld 
the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills 
moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and 
all the birds of the heavens 'were fled. I beheld, and, lo, " 
the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities 
thereof were broken down at the presence of the Lord, 
and by His fierce anger.” Jer. 4 :23-26. 

Note.— At the coming of Christ the earth is reduced. to a chaotic 
state — to a mass of ruins. The heavens depart as a scroll when it 
Is rolled together, mountains are moved out of their places, and the 
earth is left a dreary, desolate waste. See Isa. 24:1-3, 21, 22; Rev. 
6:14-17. 

8. How long is Satan imprisoned on this earth? 

“I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which 
is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the na- 
tions no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled.” 
Rev. 20:1-3. 

Note. — The Scriptures make it clear that the expression “bot- 
tomless pit,” or, as given in the original, abmsos, or abyss, is used 
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to represent the earth in a. condition of utter destruction. We read 
in Genesis 1:2 that in the beginning, before life existed upon the 
earth, it “was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep” The Greek word abnssos , translated in Reve- 
lation 20:1 “bottomless pit,” is the same word that is used in the 
Septuagint translation of Genesis 1:2, where is rendered “deep” in 
the King James Version. 

9. The righteous dead are raised at Christ's second 
coming. When will the rest of the dead, the wicked, be 
raised? 

"The rest of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
sand years were finished.” Rev. 20:5. 

Note. — This period is bounded by distinct events. Its beginning 
is marked by the close of probation, the pouring out of the seven last 
plagues, the second CQming of Christ, and the resurrection of the 
righteous dead. It closes with the resurrection of the wicked, and 
their final destruction in the lake of fire. 

10. What change is made in Satan’s condition at the 
close of the one thousand years? 

“After that he must be loosed a little season.” Rev. 
20:3. 

Note. j — At the close of the one thousand years, Christ, accom- 
panied by the saints, comes to the earth again, to execute judgment 
upon the wicked, and to prepare the earth, by a re-creation, for the 
eternal abode of the righteous. At this time, in answer to the sum- 
mons of Christ, the wicked dead of all ages awake to life. This is 
the second resurrection, the “resurrection of damnation.” John 5:29. 
The wicked come forth with the same rebellious spirit which pos- 
sessed them in this life. By their resurrection Satan is loosed from 
his long period of inactivity. 

11. As* soon as the wicked are raised, what does Satan 
at once proceed to do ? 

"When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive 
the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” Rev. 20:7, 8. 

12. Against whom do the wicked go to make war, 
and what is the outcome? 

"They went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about , and the beloved 
city [New Jerusalem. See Rev. 21 :2] : and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured them ” 
Verse 9. 
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13. After this destruction of the earth and of all sin 
and sinners with it, for what may the saints look? 

“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth , wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness/’ 2 Peter 3:13. 

14. How does the prophet Isaiah describe this res- 
toration ? 

“Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and 
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” 
Isa. 65:17. 

15. What is the apostle John’s testimony concerning 
the new earth? 

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away ; and there 
was no more sea.” Rev. 21:1. 

16. What reward awaits the righteous? 

“The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away.” Isa. 35:10. 

17. What prophecy will then be fulfilled? 

“Thou, 0 tower of the flock, the stronghold of the 
daughter of Zion, unto Thee shall it come, even the first 
dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of 
Jerusalem.” Micah 4:8. 
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V 


THE END OF THE WICKED 


1. What does the Bible say is the wages of sin? 

“The wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23. “The soul 

that sinneth, it shall die.” Eze. 18 :4. 

Note. — Die: “To pass from physical life; to suffer a total and 
irreparable loss of action of the vital functions; to become dead; to 
expire; perish.” — Webster. 

2. What will be the character of this death? 

“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His 
power.” 2 Thess. 1:9. 

Note. — Destroy: “To unbuild; to break up the structure and 
organic existence of; to demolish; to spoil utterly; to bring to 
naught; to put an end to; to annihilate.” — Webster. 

3. How complete will be the destruction of the 

wicked? , 

“Fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.” Matt. 10 :28. 

4. To what are the wicked compared ? 

“The wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the 
Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; 
into smoke shall they consume away.” Ps. 37 :20. 

Note. — Consume: “To destroy; as by decomposition, dissipation, 
waste, or fire.” — Webster . 

5. How does John the Baptist describe the destruction 
of the wicked? 

“He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
Matt. 3:12. 

6. Will any part of the wicked be left? 

“The day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch.” Mai. 4:1. 
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7. Where will the place of the wicked then be? 

“Yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be : yea, 

thou shalt diligently consider his place , and it shall not 
be” Ps. 37:10. See also 2 Peter 3:12, 10. 

8. Do the wicked go directly to their punishment at 
death or wait till the day of judgment? 

“The Lord krioweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished ” 2 Peter 2:9. 

9. Whence will come the fire that will destroy them? 

“They went up on the breadth of the earth, and 

compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city [see Rev. 21 :2] : and fire came down from God out 
of heaven , and devoured them” Rev. 20:9. 

Note.— This is called God’s “strange act” and His “strange work” 
— the work of destruction. (Isa. 28:21.) But by this means God 
will once and forever cleanse the universe of sin and all its sad re- 
sults. Death itself will then be at an end — cast into the lake of fire. 
(Rev. 20:14.) 

10. To what will this fire reduce the wicked?. 

“Ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be 
ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall 
do this , saith the Lord of hosts.” Mai. 4:3. 

11. What is the final destruction of the wicked called? 

“This is the second death” Rev. 20:14. 

12. After the burning day, what will appear? 

- “New heavens and a new earth , wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:13. 
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THE HOME OF THE SAVED 


1. FOR what purpose was the earth created? 

“Thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God 
Himself that formed the earth and made it ; He hath 
established it, He created it not in vain, He formed it to 
be inhabited.” Isa. 45:18. 

2. To whom has God given the earth? 

“The •. . . heavens are the Lord’s : but the earth hath 
He given to the children of men.” Ps. 115:16. 

3’. For what purpose was man made? 

“Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of 
Thy hands.” Ps. 8:6. See Gen. 1:26; Heb. 2:8. : 

4. How did man lose his dominion? 

Through sin. Rom. 5 : 12 ; 6 :23. 

5. When man lost his dominion, to whom did he 
yield it? 

“Of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he 
brought in bondage.” 2 Peter 2 :19. 

Note. — Man was overcome by Satan in the Garden of Eden, and 
there yielded himself and his possessions into the hands of his 
captor. 

6. Through whom is this dominion to be restored? 

“Thou, O tower of the flock , the stronghold of the 

daughter of Zion, unto Thee shall it come, even the first 
dominion.” Micah 4:8. 

Note.— The “tower of the flock” is Christ, and through Him the 
dominion will be given to His people, here spoken of as “the daughter 
of Zion.” See Gal. 3:29. 

7. Why did Christ say the meek are blessed ? 

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 

earth” Matt. 5:5. 

93 


Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 


94 


The Bible Made Plain 


Note. — This inheritance cannot be realized in this life; for here 
the truly meek generally have little of earth’s good things. 

8. Who does David say have most now? 

“I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the pros- 
perity of the wicked. . . . Their eyes stand out with 
fatness: they have more than heart could wish.’’ Ps. 
73:3-7. 

9. Where are the righteous to be recompensed? 

“Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the 

earth.” Prov. 11:31.' 

10. What will be the difference between the portion 
of the righteous and that of the wicked ? 

“Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and He shall 
exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut 
off, thou shalt see it.” Ps. 37 :34. 

11. What promise was made to Abraham concerning 
the land? 

“The Lord said unto Abraham, . . . Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art: . . . 
for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed forever.” Gen. 13:14, 15. 

12. How much did this promise comprehend? 

“The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, 
was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith.” Rom. 4:13. 

13. How much of Canaan did Abraham own? 

. “He gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much 
as to set his foot on.” Acts 7 : 5. See Heb. 11:8-13. 

14. Who is the seed to whom this promise is made? 

“To Abraham and his seed were the promises made. 

He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, 
And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Gal. 3:16. 

15. Who are heirs of the promise? 

“If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.”' Verse 29. 

16. Why did not these ancient worthies receive the 
promise? 

“These all, having obtained a good report through 
faith, received not the promise: God having provided 
some better thing for us, that they without us should not 
be made perfect.” Heb. 11:39, 40. 
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17. What is to become of our earth? 

“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and. the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
he burned up.” 2 Peter 3:10. 

18. What will follow this great conflagration? 

“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for 

new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness.” Verse 13. 

19. To what promise did Peter evidently refer? 

“Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth : and 

the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” 
Isa. 65:17. 

20. What was shown the apostle John in vision? 

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away.” Rev. 21 :1. 

21. What was one of Christ’s parting promises? 

“In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. / go to prepare a 
place for you.” John 14 :2. 

22. What has God prepared for His people? 

“Now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly : 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God : for 
He hath prepared for them a city.” Heb. 11:16. 

23. For what did Abraham look ? 

“He looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.” Heb. 11:10. 

24. Where is this city, and what is it called ? 

“J erusalem which is above is free, which is the mother 
ofusall.” Gal. 4:26. 

25. What did John see concerning this city ? 

“/ John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.” Rev. 21 :2. 

26. What will be excluded from this city? 

“There shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie.” Verse 27. 

27. Who will be permitted to enter it? 
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“Blessed are they that do His commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city.” Rev. 22 :14. 

28. When this city becomes the' metropolis of the 
new earth, what will be the condition of God’s people ? 

“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.” Rev. 21 :4. “And there shall 
be no more curse.” Rev. 22:3. 

29. What will be the condition of all the earth? 

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 

leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child 
Shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all My holy mountain.” Isa. 11 :6-9. 

30. How completely will the pains and sorrows of the 
former world have passed away? 

“Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth : and 
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind." . 
Isa. 65:17. 

31. Who will dwell with the redeemed? 

“He will dwell with them, and they shall be His peo- 
ple, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their 
■ God.”.' Rev. 21:3. 

32. What will it mean to dwell in God’s presence? 

“In Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand 

there are pleasures forevermore.” Ps. 16:11. 

. 33. How will the ransomed of the Lord return to 

Zion? 

“The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away,” Isa. 35:10. 

34. How long will they possess the future kingdom?' 

“The saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, 
and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.” 
Dan. 7:18. See Isa. 65 : 22. 
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“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are 
they which testify of Me.” John 5:39. 
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